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Asgsembly, and was read n first time.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL,

The PRESIDENT unnounced the receipt
of a message from the Legislative As-
sembly, covering a memorial proposed to be
forwarded to the Right Hoo. the Secretary of
State on the suhject of the Abolition of the
Aborigines Protection Board, (vide pnges
1185 and 1186 ente,

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council at 615 o'clock, p.m., ndjourned
until Tuesday, October 8th, 1893, at 430
o’elock, p.m,

Fegislative Assembly,

Thursday, 3rd Qclober, 1895.

Kotion for Adjournment: ** Hansard 7 reports—
Dinplication uf Teleyraph line to Sowth Ans-
tralia — Asscnt to Bills: Message from the
Adwministrator—Enilding Act Amendment Bill :
third reading—Constitntion Aet Further Amend-
went RL: Memertal to Secretacy of State for the
Colonies—Collie Conlfields Kailway Bill : second
reading ; commitlee — Donnybrook- Bridgetown
Ratlway Fill: second reading ; commiitee— ** Han-
sard” Heports : personal cxplanation—Lnsuffi-
ciency of Holling Stock : message from Legisla-
tive Couwne!—Parts and Reserves Bill : amend-
ments of Legistative Covacil—Crown Suits Bl
Jessage from Legistative Conncil fusisting on
amendmcnt—=Stock Discases Bl : committee—
Mines Regulation BVl : comuritiic—Explosiees
it second reading ; committee — Engine
Sparks Fire Prevention Bl : sccond reading—
Fenctny Bill : order of the day for the swond
reading discharged— Minimun Hage in Govern-
urent Contracts—Adjonrmnent.

The Speaker took the chair at 4.30 o'clock,

P- m.
PrAYEYS,

[ASSEMBTLY.)

Hansard Reporis.
HANVSARD REYORTS OF PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES.

Mg, MORAN : Sir, In referring to some of
the reports appearing in Hansard, of debutes
in this House—

The SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
do that, withouta motion.

Mg, MORAN : Can T do 80 upon moving the
adjournment of the House ?

The SPEAKER : Yes, you cun do thut,

Mr. MORAN ;: Then I will do s0. For a
good many reasons I have found that 1 should
cull attention to soine of these reports. 1 find,
on reading some of the Hansard reporis
through, that thoy are not correct. Svie of
the speeches ave mot reported as they ure
given. Not only do the reports notaygree with
what members said, but they do decidedly
disngree in the distortion of statements. I
notice, in  the report of Tuesday’s debato on
the Goldfields Bill, published in to-day’s Daily
News, in the Hunsard report, statements
alleged to bave been made by me which I kuow
I never did make ; and several other hon. wmem-
bers will have noticed thatin many cases their
speeches are wobt reported correctly. I think
that when we agreed it was desirable, in the
interest of the colony, that we should have a
Hansard report of the Parlivmentary debates
pubtished in a newspaper, we understood, and
were led to expect, and do expect~—and as far
a8 I am concerned [ shall huve it curried out—
if uwot & werbutim veport on all occasions, at
aby rate 4 correct report, and one in which
nar stutements are not distorted— whether by
carelessness or otherwise, [ am not prepared to
gay. I notice, in the same newsapuper in which
the Goldfields debate is reported, a paragraph
veferring to the discussion which took place in
this Bouse, last ¢evening, on the Electoral Bill
upon the guestion of doing away with the re-
atriction on candidutes as to uddressing electors
within » certain time of the nomination.
Here is the paragraph asit appears in to-day’s
Daily News :—“ When the Electoral Bill wus
* being considered in committee last might, Mr
« Moran moved that the clause regarding the
« prohibition of persvnal eolicitation by can-
* didates be struck out. He urged that the
« clause wus & useless piece of legislation, and
« gagged the mouth of candidates for days,
= thus prehibiting them, in large districts like
“ the goldfields, from nddressing many of the
“glectorz.” I do not think I woved that,
nor ¢id I make any such stutements.
The paragraph goes on to say —*The House
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“waa agninst Mr. Moram, and the clause
* waa passed with oneor two verbal amend-
ments.” I never mentioned persenal solicita-
tion, even once, in my nddress to this House.
[ proceed now to the Hanserd report on
another thing that occurred. Tt is in connee-
tion with the wnges men [Goldfields Bill}, and
I suppose the few lines taken down here, from
my remarks, will not be one quarter of what I
actually did say on that oceasion. 1 do not
object to the condenantion in the report so
much a8 1 doohject to what I esid being
misreported. The veport says :—" Mr, Moran
“ agreed that it was desirable there should be
“ ample protection for the wages man, but he
* should not he permitted to let his wages ran
* on to such an extent without having pursned
‘* hie claim in the wanner laid down under the
“ Act.” T never mmade use of such words, nor
waus it my intention to say nnything of the
kind, becanse I do not know of any procedure
under which a wages man can do that. I say
that is not a correct report; and the fact of
guch a wisrepreeentation of what I did eay,
appenring in the Hansard report, may
crcate n wrong impression outside this House.
And, what is worse, I have corrected Hansard
maby times, but it is impossible for wembers
o watch the publication of Hansard avery day,
and look over every speech they make, to see
if corrections are necessary. It is time we
should hove a correct Hansard report, or no
Hansard report ot all, I do not claim that
every speech [ make should be reported
verbafim. I do mot require the assistance of
uwoy pressmap, but would much rather my
speeches were reperted absolutely verbatim,
than be cut down to one half of what [ say,
and not only that, but distorted in fact. I
have seen atetements in Hensaerd which wera
directly conbrary to what I had eeid. If you
do not watch earefully, something will go for-
ward in Hansard which mnay be brought
against you at any future time, as beinga
correct report of something you are supposed
to have said, but did not say. Thesge reports
wre not sntiafactory ; and I know many hon,
member of this House who will bear me out.

Ffue SPEAKER: Do you infend to cob-
clude with a motion 7

Mz, MORAN: Yes; T beg Lo move the
adjournment of the House.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Irise to recond the
motion, for exactly the opposite reason to that
for which it was moved. I have spoken a good
many bimes in this House ; I have read, for the
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most part, the Hansard report of the speeches
I have delivered; and T have never had oc-
casion to alter the report of a speech yet. Ido
not koow how it comes about, bui [ have
never had occasion 1o correct a speech yet,
either hefore or after the report appeared; con-
sequently I do not think there is much cause
of complamt. Of course it is ¢uite possible
that, now and then, n sentence way be mis-
reported ; but 1 do think it iz taxing the
reporters too much to expect they should be
absolutely accurate in every detar] mentioned
in committec discussions, because that is really
the point,—that, as the reports of speeches in
committee are not verbatim, but condensed,
hon. members should not expect that all they
have said in committee will appear in
Haunsard. T want, however, just to state that,
though 1 try to spesk as correctly as I
can, I am very anxious that our friends in the
Reporters’ Gallery should not report me
verbatint, because I wm conscious of the fact
that I make quite enough mistakes. T think
the members of this House have a good deal
to be thankful for in the careful revision of
their speeches by the reporters, and Tdesire to
express my gratitude in this particular, and
only hopa that if the reporters ehould be
irriteted iobo reporting certain members
verbaiim, they will leave me out wltogether,

Tee ATTORNEY.-GENERAL (Hon. §S.
Burt) : In regard to what the hon. member
for Yilgarn said, respecting Cluuse 107 of the
Electoral Bill, my memory may be at fault,
but certainly my recollection is that the hon.
member moved very often to strike out Clause
107, which deals with pevsonal solicitation. I
remember distinctly that, on sitting down
after his speech, he moved that the whole
clause be struck out.

Tue SPEAKER: As 1 have been entrusted
by resolution of this House with the supervis-
ion of the reporting of the Jansurd Debates,
I can state that the supervision of this worl
during this session, in connection with the new
contract for publishing the reports, hae given
me a great deal of trouble and anxiety. Every-
thing was going on satisfactorily until the
principal Hansard reporter wus taken ill. He
has been off duty again, through illness,nearly
a fortnight past; and I feel confident that if
he had been in his place in the gallery, there
would hava heen no occasion for the hon.
member for Yilgarn to makesuch n complaint
as he has made. There have been probably
some mistakes occurring dering the principal
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reporter’s nbsence through illmess; and it
being his chief duty to revise the reports
und prevent the occurrence of errors in the
printed report—I believe he returned to duty
to-day—T do not think that there wilt be
again the snme cause of complaint,

Tue PREMIER {Hon.8ir J Forrest): There
is thie advantage to members pow, as compar-
ed with the former method of producing the
Hansard reports, that during this session,
under the new system of publication, bon.
members can see their speeches in print, and
may raahe necessary corrections Lefore the ve-
ports are finally published. for reference, if
they will take the trouble to do go; wherens
under the old system the reports were publish.
ed after the close of the session, without
wembers secing them for revision. [ do not
read my own speeches in the Hunsard reports
a3 now published in a newspaper, unless on an
important sulject ; but members of this House
are in a better position under this arrange-
ment, as we have an opportunity of seeing the
reports in the newspaper, and of sending cor-
rections te the econtructors, when necessary.

Me. LEAKE : 8o far az 1 have read the
Hansard reports of debutes during this session,
they have struck mc as being particularly aec-
eurate ; regard being had to the conditions of
time and other circumstances under which the
reporters do the work ; and I think they are
to be congratulated rather than blamed for the
result of their labors. TUpon any occasion
when I have compured my rewarks with the
report as printed, I have always been satisfied
with the result as it appears In the Hanserd
report printed in the Daily News. I really trust
that the observations of, the hon. member for
Yilgarn will not exasperate the reporters to
such an extent as to reportany of our speeches

[ASSEMBLY.]

in absolutely verbatim form ;and if the hom. -

member for Yilgarn will have regard for his
own interest and bis feeliogs, I am sure he
will not again venture to suggest that the
reporters should deal with him so hardly
as to report him exactly as he speaks
on all occasions. This in hardly a gques-

tion to bring before the House by moving !

the adjournment, and, in opposing the motion,
I repeat that I think we have every reason to
be satisfied with the way in which the
Hansard reports of our proceedingsare now
placed before the country.

Me. MORAN : I am pleased that some ex.
planation has been given by the Hon. the

Hansard Reporis.

Speaker, and [ was not aware that you, Sir
supervised these reports.

Tue SPEAKER : I will not goso far as to
say [ supervise the reports, in the sense that
I correet them. It is my business to see that
reporters do their work to the best of their
ability, and that the reports are carefully
revised.

Mgr. MORAN : After what you, Sir, have
been pleased to explain to the House, that
something bas happeoed which may have
affected the proper reporting of the epeeches,
I am sutisfied. With regard to tho remarks
of the hon. member for Nnnnine on this
subject, it is scarcely necessary to say that he
could not possibly lese this opportunity of
ingratiating himself with the reporters; and
of course he has a pull against us, and may
vxpect to be gently treated by the reporters
in the future. Idonctses whatany particular
member hus to be afraid of. Aa I said before, T
do not look for verbatim reports, but1 certainly
do expect that I will not bemisreported, and, no
matter what hou. members may think about
tbe matter, I consider I have done my duty in
bringing thisquestion before the House. Imay
tell the House frankly that I hove heard very
many of the members, some of them now being
present, make the very same complaint which
I make here now. Thave heard themn generally
express, all round, particularly of late, that
there have been things in Hanserd thot were
not exactly ag they should be; and though I
may be a scspegoat in bringing this matter
before the House, I will tuke the blame, because
1 will say I have never got anything more than
I deserved from either of the newspapers of the
capital ¢ity of Perth,

Mz. WOOD : The hon. member for Yilgarn
has thrown out a sort of challenge to other
hon. mambers, in saying there have been com-
plaints generally as to the Mansard reports. I
have heard complaints from members, but as
[ar as the reports of my remarks in the House
are concerned, they do mot matter much, ns
my speechesare not very long. I think that
when a member does speak, whatever
he says should, at all events, be reported cor-
rectly as to the sense, if not alwnys reported
fully. Ihave noticed that the whote course of o
member's remarks may be turned by some in-
terjection from some other member, and unless
the interjection is noted by the reporter, so ns
to account for what the member says in reply,
the report of his remarks may make them ap-
pear quite irrelevant to the subject. Generally
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speaking, the reports are all right and satis- °

factory, so far as I am concerved; but very
often go interjection turus the current of a
debate, and unless that interjection s put in
the report, it wmay appear ns if the member
were speaking away from the guestion before
the House. I huve heard several of the hon.
wembers now present complain of the Hansard
reports ; but after the explanation given by
the Hon. the Speaker, T feel sure there will be
nothing to cowplain of in the future.

Tae COMMISSIONKR OF CROWN LANI'S
(Hon. A. B, Richardson) : It is just poasible
the Hanserd reporters are human in their pre-
ferences, and may have their favorites among
members of this House ; in which case the re-
porters may take a little more trouble with
eertuin epeeches than with vthers,

M=z. MORAN : I now ask leave to withdraw
the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdeawn.

DUPLICATION OF TELEGRAPH LIKT TO
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Me. MORAN, in accordunce with mnotice,
asked the Premier {(1.) Whether the Govern-
meut have any kuowledge whether it is the
intention of the South Australian Governmeut
to ran two wires in connection with the pro-
posed vew telegraph line o this colony, which
is about to be undertaken immediately by
South Australia. (2) If so, whether the
Government would be prepared to de likewise
at this end of theline.

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied that the Government had no know-
ledge that it was the intention ot the Govern-
ment of South Austealin to place two
wires on the proposed new telegraph line, but
shonld the Government of South Australis
find it necessary to do so, this Government
would be prepared to join with them in doing
the same.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
ADMINISTRATOR.

ASSENT TO BILLS

The following Messuge was delivered fo and
reidd by ME. SPEARER :—

ALex. C. Onsuow,

Administrator,

The Administrator has the honor to inform
the Legislative Assembly that he has assented,
in Her Mujesty’s nume, to the undermentioned
Bills: —
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“ An Act for imposing Duties on the Estates
of Deccused Persons.”

“ An Act to anthorise the Construction of a
Railway from Coolgardic to Kalgoorlie.”

“ An Act to make provision for Incorpora-
tion of Religicus and other Bodies.”

“ An Act to amend ¢ The Loan Act, 1894,

“ An Act to amend ‘The Married Women's
Property Act, 1892." "'

“ An Act for the Termination of the Pur-
liamentary Ecclesiastionl Grant.”

“An Acgt to Consolidate and Amend the
Law of Partnership.”

* An Act to Eeguluie the Luw of Copyright,
and for other purpnses.”

Government House, Perth, Western Aus-
tralia, 3rd October, 1895,

BUILDING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
THIED READING.
On the motion of Mg, RANDELL {for Mr,
JamEs), the Bill was read a third lime aod
transmitted to the Legislative Council.

MEMORIAL TO SECRETARY OF STATE re
CONSTITUTION ACT FURYHER
AMENDMENT BILL.

Consideration resnmed of motion tabled by
Tue PreMier (Hon, Sir J, Forrest), respecting
the memorial to the Right Honorable the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies (vide pages 1183
1186.)

Mr. EANDELL rose to say that the
memorial was very foreibly, very vespectfully,
and very cogently worded, and thut, after it
had received the approval of the Legislative
Council, it ought to enable the colony to denl
—in the concluding worda of the maemorinl—
“in a just and bumsne manner with the
ahoriginal natives ot Western Austealin.”

Motion put and passed.

‘fae PREMIEER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) inoved
that the meworial should be sent to the Legis-
labive Council with u wmessage requesting the
concurrence of that House.

Motion put and pasaed.

CULLIE COAL FIELDS RAILWAY BILL.
SECOND READING.

I'ne COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn): | beg to move the second
reading of the Collie Coalfields Huilway Kill.
I do pot think that the Bill will require much
explanation on my part to recommend the
weasure to the members of the House. The
proposal to construct shis railway has not been

. haurried by the Government as hon. memhers

know that, since the Honse met last year, and
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discussed this question so Ffully, they have
or many of them nave, visited and personally
inepected the conl deposits of the South. They
had had on opportunity of seeing for them-
selves, and of forming their own judgment as
to the quantity and quality of the fue} that is
at owr disposal and the me:uns of tapping it,
and of bringingitto the populous centres. There
have bern many routes suggested for tapping
the coalfield, namely by way of Preston, the
Ferguson, Brunswick, and the Collie. 'These
rontes have been thoroughly examined, and
wa hnve finally concluded that the most econ-
omical route will be the one known as the
Brunswick rvoute. [t is the shortest and the
least expensive, 1 have no doubt that, when the
finnl survey ia made, the cost of the line
will be very much lower than the Istimate
prescnted to the Heuse, and which is based
upon the trial survey. At any rate, should
there be no saving, I amn sure that the House
should agree fo the construction of the line,
aud enable the Government to go on with the
work., Hon, members have before them the
various reports wupon the Collis coal,
which have been obtained from various ex-
perts. In addition, T have taken some trouble
to have samples of thiscoal sent to those com-
panies and foundries who are consumers of
conl, antl hon. members will be able to read in
the papers which bave been circulated, what
has been done with the coal, and what is
thought of it. We have also a report from
Englard, and 11s0 & report of assays as to
actual quality of the coal from two of the
greatest experts in the world— Professor
Etheridge and Proteasor Woodward. These
reports alone would justify the Government
in making a ruilway to the Collie Soalfielda.
There can be no doubt about it that we have
extensive and most valuable deposits of fuel
in the Collie coal. Althongh I may be told
by some hon. members that it is not equal to

some ¢oal, still we have the very bestauthority !
conl is a

for saying that the Collie
genuine coal, but whether it is coal
or whether it is lignite, does not enter

a0 much into the question at the present |

moment, for we know that lignite .
is extensively wused us ecoal im wmany
places. As to the difference between

lignite and what i3 called by scientists an an-

thracite coal, I do vot think there has been :

any discussion whatever. All that we have to
ask is — Have we at the Collie an abundané
supply of a valuable

[ASSEMBLY.]

steam-producing |
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coul, and a coal fit for demestic and manuofuic-
toring purposes ?” And there can be no
doubt, fromthe reports before us, that this iz a
fact. Thaot being eo, I do not intend to diacnas
the guestion so far ns the quantity or kind of
coal is concerned. I think I rather astonished
the House last year by ealling attention to the
number of millions of tons of fuel which we
had ut our dispasal at the Collie; and since
then, the Government, thinking that further
mformation would be eatisfactory to the
House, have had other hores put down at the
Collic coalfields, and these bores have turned
out o be most satisfectory, inasmuch as we
have found, at a depth of 630ft., a seam of
coal of superior quality. The Goveroment
ara continning the bore to o depth of 1,000ft.,
as they arve desirous of nscertnining whether
there are any other senms underlying the
large seam. We also intend to remove the
bores ten or twelve miles nearer to the
South - Western Railway line, to whai is
called Hamilton’s Flat, in order to test
whether there is not a further large de-
posit of coal at that place, ns the result of
the continuation of the Collie seam. [t is ad-
mitted thot this latter seam is rather amanll,
but, as hon. members saw for themselves on
the oceasion of their visit, tha coal in this
neighborhood is superior for gas.prodncing
pnrposes to the Collie ceal,  But I need not
speculate upon what may be the result of the
borings in that direction, for, whatever may
be the result, 1 can say that the coal which
has already been diecovered, and which ia in
gight, is ample to justify the comstruction of
the proposed railway to the Collie. 1n con.
clugion, [ may say that the Governwent have
given to hon. members every information in
their power ; but if there is anything T can
add to that information, I shall be glad to do
8o. As some hon, members witl probably ask
what the Government intend to do with the
¢oal deposite when the line is made, 1 may say
that it is our intertion to invite tenders for
the raising of the coal necessary for the carry-
ing on of public works, for the various
Governwent Departments, and for the use of
the railways.

Mgr. Siweeon: The Government are going
to work the fields?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hoo. H. W. Venn): No. We are going to
call for tenders for the raising of the coal, and
I aw advised that there ave many firms who
will be glad to contract to do =0 at 30 much
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per ton. And [ anticipate that there will he a *
movre substantial return from the line than the
contract system would give, innamuch a8 we -

have had many caveful engniries from several

large English syndicates, with n view to work- .

ing this coalfield, as soon as the railway to it
is made, and for the further development of
the country ; and I have nodoubt thatwe shall
have more than one colliery started at the
Collie. This being 0, I have every possible
confidence in recommending the mensure to
the Honse. '| he proposed railway has received
the anxious invesiigation of the Government,
for the Iast four or five years. As I have said,
we havenol attempted torush on with the work,
but have waited until we had evidence before
us, which we believefully warranted us in pro-
posing the Bill, and I bave now much pleasure
in moving that the Bill be read a second time.

Mzr. LEAKE : I do not supposa that there
will be any motion to read this Bill this day
gix months, but I cannot congratulate the
Government upon the way in which they have
dealt with the mezsure that is now before the
House, and I think we have a right to com-
plain of the difficulty we have experienced in
getting information with regard fo the Collie
Railway. The Hon., the Commissioner of
Ruilways hos said that the Government has
given anxious care to the Bill; that they have
not hurried on with the work, That being
the cage, [ think we should have received the
report of the Engioeer-in-Chief upon the
prospects of the field, alittle earlier than it
came to band. It is only when we are within
three or four doys of the recess that all the
reports upon the field have come down to the
House, and we are asked to pass this Bill with
very slight information before us, and I do
not think that apy attempt has been mnde, as
was suggested laat session, to put down hores
in other places than om the Collie coalfield,
and no attempt bas been made to test the
country in any other way; and I think it is of
paramonnt importance that this should be
domne, if we are to know whether along the
exiating lines of railwaye there is any proba-
bility of finding fuel as good as that
of the Collie coul, nearer to the coast,
and where it could be taken out without
the cost of a special line, "That has not been
done, and the Government have evidently set
their minds upon developing this particular
part of the country without, as I say, properly
testing other portions. I do notknowthat [will
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but I must protest against the lack of infor-
mation that has been furnished to the House,
It would have heen far hetter if, during the
recess, the Government had fully copsidered
the matter, so that they would have been able
to tell us whether they had any scheme for
the development of the Collie country, whether
they intended letting it on mining leases, or
to work the deposits generally. We do not
know whether they intend to rely upon the
existing mineral leases, or whether they pro-
pose to make specinl provisions with regard to
the granting of leases. If we bad some infor-
mation or assurance from the Government
that these leases would be taken up, and would
be worked by private companies, it would be
far more satisfactory. I enter my protest
against the methods of the Government in
regard to this railway, and I sincerely hope
that ofher hon. members, if they agree with
me, will nlac express themselves upon this
subject. I Bay it is not right, at the end of
the session, within a few days of the proroga-
tion; that a Bill such as this should be brought
down upon auch meagre information; and I
say that it is idle for the Commissioner of
Railways to tell us that, because we had a
hurried visit to the Collie—a picnic excur-
sion, in fact—hon. members were in a position
to bave informed themselves upon the extent
or guality of the fuel deposits which are to be
found on the coalfields. I cannot say that I
protest against this Bill, but I regret that
measures hove nvot been taken to test other
localities, in order to satisfy this House nnd
the country ns to whether or not valuable fuel
can bLe obtained in more accessible locali-
ties.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
I should like to rewark in regard to what the
hon. member for Albany has jwst said upon
what he calls the lack of information, that no
measure has ever been submitted to this
Housoe upen which hon. membera have been
wore fully informed than upon the Collie
Coalficlds Railway Bill. We have been en-
gaged upon this subject for years. Lask year
we snbmitted data showing the results of the
experiments made at the Collie up to that
time, nnd now we present fo bon. members
additional reports upon the quality and value
of the coalto be found there, as shown by
tests made by the l.ocomotive Superintendent,
engine drivers, and by scientific wen. In

. fact, [ do not think anyone can desire more

move to read the Bill this day six months, ; full information, and if we went on investi-
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gating for o year, it does not appesr that any.
thing more could be learned as to the character
and qunlity of the coal. With regard to the
actnal examination of the country, we bave
been putting down bores since last session. Tt
meay be that the bore did not take quite the
proper direction, and otiner bores have been
made since, and this work has not been
finished yet. We bave hought a new bove,
which i8 now at Georgetown, and which will
do excellent work in testing the ground for
coal. The borer is specially adnpted for soft
strata like coal, and il will bring up & core
four or five inches in diameter. Itisa very
valuable machine, very perfect it its work,
and it will be used for making hores through-
out the country, so that we shall be able to

continue our researchesin many placesus time |

goes on. As I said last year, hecause we have
found a good fuel, we are not going to stop
trying to find another and possibly abetter
coalfield, but, in the meantime, we should
develop the one we have. I think that hon.
members need have no doubt that the coal
can he raised very cheaply, and that, as soon
as the means of transport are provided, we
shall be able to work the railway under
similar regulatious to those which are in force
in Queensland and New South Wales, and
which were passed under the Mineral Act of
1892. These regulationa are, I helieve, quite
applicable to our present circumstances, but
should they be found to be notapplicable we
can amend them. We have the Mineral Leases
Act and we have hesides cther means of rais-
ing coal. 1 do pot think that there need be
any deuhbt of the means of working the coal
deposits at the Collie adsoon as the railway is
made. [cannot agree with the hon. member
for Albany that we have pot given this matter
full consideration, or that hon. memhbers have
been kept in the davk, although it is true that
some of the reports upon the coal have only
just been tabled, because they have only now
come to hand. Butb we have lost no time in
placing the reports before the House. 1 hope
there will be no duffienlty in passing this Bill,
because T really believe that the railway in
question will do a great deal of good to the
couuntry, not only in providing fuel within our
own borders, but also in opening up a trial of
very fair country in which there are immense
mineral deposite.
Mg, B. F. 5SHOLL: I do not think that we
are any furfher ahead now than we were last
yearin the matter of this railway, for, in pro-
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posing to make the line, the Government have
no scheme for working the coal mine. We
have beentold by the Commissioner that he
intends to invite tenders for the raising of the
conl, but what [ want fo Lnow is
whether the working shall be done
systematically and scientifically, with proper
timbering, otherwise the contractor way do a
great deal of injury, which it will cost n great,
deal to repair. I hope that, during the recess,
the Government will give attention to the
leasing of the mine on terms that will provide
for its proper working, and namipg a eertain
price upon which the coal will be supplied, for
T am satisfied that the Government cannot do
the work as cheaply as it would he done by a
private company. I did hope, by the time
we were asked to puss this Bill that the
Government would have formulated n scheme
for the working of the mine, for I do not
thipk thut the Government will be able to
raise the conl at a price that wi'l enable it to
compete with the imported article, which is a
superior fuel to the lignite that is found at
the Collie. Tbere is another feature in con-
nection with this railway, namely, in regard
to the hurbor works at Bunbury. If, as some
pecple appear to suppose, the Collie coal is
going to ecanse the expenditure of half
a willion of monmey upon harbor works
at Bunbury, I think the disecvery of
this coal will prove to be a curse
rather than a blessing. On this subject I
notice an extract from the Bunbury Herald,
which appears in the Daily News of last even-
ing, and which reads as follows:—"'The
o Hunbury Herald is informed thut pressure is
“ being brought to bear on the Government to
«afferd betber facilities for shipping in
“ Bunbury. Dlessrs, Millar Bros.,, who have
* opened up un extensive timber will nt Morn-
“ ington, and have also secured an extensive
“ forest peur Cookernup, wish to ship their
“ fimber at Bunbury, it being the nearest
« port. Another wealthy firm, Messrs, Sadler
“and Baxter, propose opening up a similar
“ jndustry near the Collie on & very extensive
“ gonle. Added te this, we have had for some
“ $ime in active operation four mills on the
* Donnybrook line, the proprietors of which

.« are auxious Lo make Bunbury their shipping

“ port for timber. It is to be hoped the resi-

" © denis of Bunbury will ussist those gentlemen

“in their efforts to have & suitable harbor
“made here, and we feel sure the Gov-
« grnment are fully alive to the ndvantage
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“ the colomy will derive by developing an
“ industry second to none in the colony.”

Twe PrEMier (Hon. Sir J. Forvest) : That
only applies to moorings.

Me. R F. SHOLL: If it only applies to
moorings I do not know that I would cbject to
avery facility being given, but I would object
to o huge sum of money being expended ona
acheme for harbor works,

Tue Prrauer (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) : We
have had two schewmes for Carnarvon.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: They are not harbor
works. They areshipping facilities.
Ms. A. ForrEesT : They cost £25,

rate.

Mz. R. F. 8HOLL : As for that we have had
£20,000 expended on the railway station at
Bunbury, or rather on the railway station and
the approaches. If any ome had moved that
this Bill be read this day six months, Ishould
have supported the proposal. I think the
Government should have come to this House
prepared to eay there was a syndicate willing
to work the coal mines if a railway was con-
structed to them. There is no use in building
a railway before we have somecnne ready
te work the fields. The conl, T believe, is of
an inferior character. Ii is a good steaming
coal, and that is the only Denefit it would be
to us.

The CoumssioNer 0¥ Crown Lawps (Hon.
A, R, Richardson) : [t has good gas qualities.

M=z. R. F, SHOLL: There seems to be very
tittle gas in it indeed, although it might be
hetter later on.

Tu e CounrssioNeEr OF CrOWN LANDS : There
5 20 per eent. of gas in it.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL : That may be the case.
At any rate, Sir, [ do not think there is much
probability of this coal being used by the
shipping community. It would tuke up too
wuch room, even if its stenming qualities were
assured. Of course it will be of some value to
the railways, and it may alsc be useful tolocal
consumers. ‘I'he whele thing is a trinl, and
1 an not convinced that we would he justified
in building this railway until we have had
submitted some  practical scheme for
working the mines.
fact that there is n very, strong feeling
on the part of gome members of the
House that the line should be bailt, but while
I have no intention myself of moving thatthe
Bill be read this day six months, I should
certainly support such a proposal if any other
hon. member brought it forward.

, at any
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Me. A. FORREST: Siv, I am very pleased
indeed to be able to support the second read-
ing of this Bill. Itis somewhat strange to me
to he able o find hon. members of this House
erying out against what we havein this colony.
That we have good conl is proved by the reports
of the very best authorities in the old country
and yet we find an hon. member of this House
stating that the development of the industry
will be a curse to the colony. [Me. RaNDELL:
He hardly said that]. The hon. member said
that if it led to the construction of harbor
works at Bunbury it wonld be a curse. Tor
wyself, [ shall be very pleased if itis found the
coal deposita are of such great value thot we
will huve to spend & lot of money in harbor
works at Bunbury, to keep pace with the
industry. If it is going to be such an import-
ant industry, no one will more heartily snpport
the erection of wharves and jetties than myself.
I hope we shall have to build these harbor
works. Nothing can be of such great benefit to
this colony as the successful opening up of
coalfields. It benefits everyone. In fact, we
can never thoroughly prosper in this colony
until we have some such aid ns this to owr
manufactures and have other resourees at work
than the gold industry. We can tuke New
South Wales a8 an example, and [ think we
will find that her coal supply forms theleading
articie of exporlt for the colony [Mz. R. F.
SuoLL: Oh no]. Well, I have visited Neweastle,
and I do not think any one who has been there
and has seen the large amount of shipping, the
bustle and the trade done at that port owing
to the conlfields, can fail to recognise what
an important industry it is. I omly hop

« the day will come when Ilarge expendi-

ture, in the way of wharfege nccommodation
at Bunbury, becomes absolutely unecessary
Evep if the construction of this line leads only
to the supply of local wants, it will be worth
building, and will employ men on the railways
and open up a great industry in the coalfields.
It will do more—it will be of great assistance
to the timber industry; in fact, it would pay
the people of this country to build theline for
the timber trade alone. This iz one of our
great exports, and we must foster our exports
if wewant the colony to last long and the
people to continue to prosper. 'We must pro-
duce more thar we do now. It will show our

~ faith in this country if we build this railway,

and it will be a great thing for us to have our
own coal. Ido not agree with the policy of

. any hon. member whosays this is not good
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coal, when the reports are all against such a
contention. It has been proved to be good
coal, and it shounld be the last thing for hon.
members to cast doubts upon the true value
of these ficlds. The hon. member for Gascoyne
appears to think that the great poiut agaiost
the construction of the railway iz that the
Government have not got someone who is pre-
pared to work the mines nssoon as tho railwny
isbuilt. I think, Sir, that, for the present, at
any rate, the Government itself should work
these mines apd prove them, so thal the people

[ASSEMBLY.)
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of the colony would be those fo reap the .

benefit, instend of any syndicate. If the mines |

were let to anyone at the present time they
would have to go for a mere song. I[fwe work
the mines for twelve months,—and that would
not cost very much,—we wonld hive so proved
thege fields that English experts, financiers,

or whatever class you like to name them, .

would be prepared to step in and carry on the
work. They would have to contribute auch a
revenue to the couatry that it would be equal
to almost all other sources of revenue. T do
not think the Government should let anyone

work these mines, excepting them-
selves, becanse the full benefit to be
reaped fromm the opening up of such
valuable mineral wealth, should go to

the people themselves. I trust the Govern-
ment will not, under any circumstances, let
guch o valuable asset go ont of their hands.
As T have snid before, the timbher itself
is sufficient tv warrant the building of the
line, and there should be no opposition to aline
which will be of so much benefit to the whole
of the people in the colony. T most heartily
support the second reading.

Mg, STMPSON: I am glad to have the
opportunity of supporting the second reading
of this Bill. T need hurdly say now that it is
proved to have been of no disadvantage to
have delayed this ineasure until now, while, at
the same time, [ certainly fail to see any ad-
vantage from further delay. T am sure we can
pass the second readingon the facts that
have been placed before us. We have npot
had these facts before, but now it is proved
that the deposit is one of serviceable fuel, and
it is a good steaming coal, and that it is of
.great commercial value. Al this was not as-
certained before. The Engiuneer-in-Chief, in his
report on this sabject, makes the following
statement :—* Asregards the valua of Collie
*coal for logal purposes, and especinlly for
“ rajilway purposes, as compared with New-
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* cadtle coal, the various teits which have been
‘“ made from time to time (vide Parlinmentnry
* Papers No. 9of 1894, and No. 18 of 18933)
 differ from each other to some slight cxtent,
* but, to put the matter in the hriefest pos-
“ gible language, the result, on the average, is
 practically as stated in my memorandum of
*30;7/94 (Purlinmentary Paper, No. 9 of 1894)
* namely : The result is, that the value of Collie
* conl 8o far obtuined, as compared with New-
« custble coal, for stenm raising purposes, may he
assamed to be, on the avernge ns 70is to 100
“while, on the other hand, the cost of getting
and earrying the Collie ceal to n central
“point on the railway system, ss compared
“ with purchasing und conveying Newcastle
' coal to snme point, is somewhat less than as
“ 70 to 100, the reault being that the Collie
*“coal (of even the quality obtained up to thae
“ present time) would be svmewhat cheaper
“ to ug than Newcastle coal; and, in addition
“ o this, it has to be borne in mind that
“the Collie conl i3 probably better nt lower
“ depths than any which has hitherto been
“ pbtained, and nlso that, even if it were not
“ any better, there would still Ma the advan-
* fage of establishing a local industry of con-
<« siderable magnitude, without any cost to the
“golony.” Now, Sir, that is a positive state-
ment., [fis a positive renson which we have
to-night, snd which we had not before. The
statement iz a very satisfactory one. The
Engineer-in-Chief says further— '“the Collie
* coal measures have been further proved, to an
“ gxtent which can leave no doubt whatever,
“in the mind of anyone, ns to the coal being
“ thoroughly suitable for steam and house-
“hold purposes, and also as to its being of
“ sufficicnt extent to Ilast for meny genera-
“ tions,” With regard to the arguments that
have been adduced Ly the hon. member for
‘West Kimberley, I would draw attention to
the foct that provision has been made in the
Miperal Lands Act whereby the Crown
reserves the right to a royalty on all coal pro-
duced, so that it would atill be largely to the
interests of the colony if private people worked
the mines ; however, if the Government
determine to carry on the work itseif, I hope
it will be in a less extravagant manner than
the wuy in which the work cobnected with
these coal fields has been done wp to the pre-
sent time, It has been perfectly ludicrous,
the way in which the boring has been carried
out. Ido not know who ia to blame for this,
but there appears to be a divided respousibility
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between the Mines Department, the Public
Works Department, and that of the Premier.
I do not think the way in which Government
work on these fields has been carried ount
up 1o the present time, will be a foo
pleasant history to look back wupon. I
hope that the construction of this rail-
way will open up o very useful in-
dustry. The reports are all satisfactory, with
one exception, nnd that is the one of Johnson
ond Sons, who say, “ we do not think that if
* would be suitable for locowotive engines, as
“it disintegrates so rapidly when burning,
“ and, for the same reason, it would nok be a
“ good henting ¢ial” This is the only un-
satisfactory report of the lot, nnd I altogether
fuil to seo how it is posaible for these gentle-
men to bhave arrived at such a decision. I
think we may safely rely on the other reports,
and these are so satisfuctory that [ have
great pleasure in  sapporting the second
reading.

Me. LEFROY : I think it will now be
admitted thut the delny in passing this
measure has been of grent advintage, because
the result of it is going to be that a unanimous
vote will be secured. Some hon, wembera did
not thinlk thoy were justified, lasy acssion, on
the information before them, in voting for the
pussing of this Bill. The infermabion which
we did not have last mession, we now have
hefore ue ; while what has tuken place during
the past twelve months has fully justified
everyjihon. member in voting for the secornd
rending. [ certainly cannot agres with the
hon. member for Gascoyne that the Govern-
ment should look out for people to work the
conl measures before they build a railway.
That would be a most unusual course to adopt,
while the Government and Parliament will
only be showing their faith in the resources of
the country by building the railway first, and
then letting people come in to work the mines
and develop the fields afferwards. They
certainly could not be expected to open up the
fields before a ruilway was built. Certainly,
we have one report which is not too
satisfactory, but, for myself, I am quite
satisfied to  occept the opinions of
Professor Etheridge and Dr. Woodward.
Professor  LEtheridge, in  his  report
says, * 'The present samples of the zoal
appear to be denser and more compact than
the series examined some years ago.” This
showsa they had samples before thern previously
and therefore they are in a better position to
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pronounce on the coal now. Their reporis
show that the developments have been most

. satisfactory. and, generally speaking the hon.

;
;
!

|
|
!
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members who opposed the construction of this
line previonsly are now able to support the
second reading of the Bill. If there was no-
thing else we have our thmber, which, in this
part of the country, is quite sufficient to justify
us in building this railway, and I am not an
expert, nor is any hon. member of this House
an expert, but, on the information before us,
and taking into consideration the jarrah for-
esta it touches, with the present circumstances
and present prosperity of the colony, I think
we are fully justified in anthorising this work
being undertaken.

Mg, WOOD: I think, Sir, both the House and
the Government have to be congratulated on
the debate-to.duy, compured with the storm
which took place Jast session over this line to
the coalfields.

Mg, Siapson: That was mota storm.

Mg. WOOD : I think it was, The delay
in passing this Bill has buen advantag-
eous. It is snid that delays are some-

titnes dangerons, but they ave alao sometimes
advautageous, and that is the case in this in-
tance. I supported the construction of this
line iast year, and I amn now very glad to find
there is & good chance of this railway being
cowpleted within the next few months. The
bhon, wmember for Geraldton has roferred Lo
the report of Messrs. Johnson & Sons., For
wyself, I think the facts are all in favoer of
the coal and they practically demonstrate
both its quality for steaning, and for use as
ordinary fuel. What is more satisfactory

even than the reports.of the experts,
are the reports of local people. 1 had
the pleasure of reading these reports

in manunseript. The Commissioner of Eail.
ways kindly gave me the opportunity of
reading them, and they were most satisfactory.
They arc from such gentlemen ng Messrs. J.
& W, Bateman, H, G. Barker, C. E. Stoneman,
Bunning Bros, Wright & Gibb, Mummwe, R.
Honey, Neil MeNeil & Coy., A. J. Diamond, E.
Mayhew, J. J. Green, and many others, In
fact, everybody who has used the coal has
been fully satisfied, and those who have re-
ported are the class of gentlemen who would
not say any thing unless it was perfect-
1y truc. There is another point about the
matter, and that is that the coal will be avail-
able for household use. At the present time,
it is most difficalt to get firewood, and even
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then, not at a reasonable price. I have heen
trying for four days, and have not hieen able to
get it, and, therefore, 1 hope the time is not far

1

distanf when we can have this coal for nse in

our own houses.

Mg, SOLOMON : I think the veports now
before us justify the belief that an unsnimous
vote will be taken on the second reading of this
Bill. The excuse of the hon. wembers who re-
fused to pass it last sesaion was that sufficient
information was not before the House. It has
now been proved that this coul is of amost valu-
uable character, but this was not so when the
watter was lust before the House. There

of u most valuable industry being opened up,
no matter whether it is going to bring o
irade to Perth, or ¥remantle, or Bunbury.
The opening up of this industry will he of

[ASSEMBLY.)
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agreed by all those hon. members who have
visited the site of the mine, that their own
common sense was sufficient to tell them there
is un immense hody of coal there. There is no
question whatever that there is such a deposit
of coal at the Collie as to amply justify the
construction of this railway, During the de-
bute some hon. membevs have expressed the
belief thut the Governwent should not work
these wines themselves, Lut that the aid of
some wealthy ayndicate should he culled in.
When the Government have developed the
mines to a certain extent, and proved the coul

" there, I think it will be found most advisable
can be no question that there is a likelihood

great advantage to the country generally.

The reportsbefore us are from the mosteminent
scientific men, and there can be ne dombt as
to the validity of them. Wehave reports from
ship masters of all gradesincluding those carry
ingonthecoast, ns well asthose trading to other
parts. Personally, I would say hon. members
shounld take the statement of Captain Pitts as
one of great value, and one which may be de-
pended on. Tt is mot necessary to go tully
into the matter of the coal supply, but it is
admitted it will Le very nseful for household
purposes, if for nothing else, and T agree with
the hon. member for West Perth when he says
it is almost impossible to get firewood ata
reasonnble price. If coal can take the place
of firewood, it will he most beneficial to the
community. [do not think it is necessnry to
say enything further, because the House ap-
pears to be unamincus, I agree with the sug-
gestion that the Government should find
gomeons to work these coal mines, becanse
they will be worked cheaper, possibly, by a
syndicate, or private people. We know that
these mines would be more economically work-
ed outside of the Government. In an induslry
such as this, proper knowledge is required, and
that is best obtained by yprivate people. T
have much pleasare in supporting the second
rending.

Mg. CONNOR: I feel I cannot allow the

_ velop inte.

opportunity to pass without agreeing with .

whot has been said on this subject, or without
complimenting the Goverament on their de-
termination to build this railway fo the Collie

Coalfield. Without going into details, and .
without posing as an expert, I think it will he

for the Government to work the mines for the
bepefit of the country. I was very glad
to hear the views expressed by the hon.
member for West Kimberley on this subject.
I am very pleased, indeed, to find that his
views on political economy have somewhat
changed from what they nsed to be, und that
be is now un udvocute of State ownership for
important properties lilc this ia likely to de-
I hope, Sir, he will continue to
advocate the same views in other directions,
and I shall be pleased, ut all times, to support
him and compliment bim., I caanot compli-
ment the hon. member for Gascoyne as a
critic. No doubt he is an expert on coal, and
had he becn in the House now, I should huve
liked to deal with his statements somewhat
stringently. [ hewrtily support the second
reading.

Mr. RANDELL: I think, Sir, we huve now
sufficient facts before us Lo justify the step
that is about to be tuken in authorising the
construction of a railway to the Collie coal-
field. The hon. memher for East Kiwberley
has said there ia u great deposit of good fuel
on the field. 'There can be no question about
it. I was more satisfied as to the greal value
of this mine when I visited the place, and
found the stationary engine so hard at work
hawling up the coal. My examination of the
work being done, led me to the conclusion that
we have at the Collie n large deposit of
most serviceable coal. The reports made by
Dr. Robertson had been fully borne out by the
later tests made of the coal. The only sugges-
lion made with regard to the coal was that,
while there was little smoke, thers were a -reat
many sparks flying from the funncl du-ing
its use. ’

THE ATrorNEY - GevEral (Hon.
Burt) : We have a little Bill o stop that.

Mz, RANDELL : With regurd to the future

8,
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prospects for coal, I do not think it is worth
while to prophecy just now. I hesitated last
year before expressing any opinion in favor of
constructing a railway to the field, becauss
the information concerning it was insufficient.
Now, there is the fullest information at hand,
and, although it has not yet been pi'oved that
the field will be u permanent one, still I think
we are justified by the circumstances in build-
ing a railway Lo it. With regard to the point
as to whether the Government should work
the coal mine, or should allow private indi-
vidunls to do go, [ am in favor of the latter
coursa being adopted, und I think the Govern-
ment should receive a royalty on the coal ze-
cured from the mine. At the present time,
however, I think the Government should work
it in order to prove its extent and permanency.
As to the proposed route, by way of the
Brunswick, I am perfectly satisfied that that
is the best available, and 1 gincerely hope that
the construction of the railway will so de-
velop this new and very important industry,
as to make it of lasting benefit to the country.
I have much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : Sir, it is almost
superflucus for me to attempt to add ome
word to what has been already sa2id upon this
Bill. Iwas one amongst a very few members
on Lhis side of the House (the Opposition
side) who, last session, gave a decided opinion
that it wes desirable to Luild this railway, and,
from the enguiries T have made since that
time, I am more confirmed in the attitude I
then assumed towards the propesal. I had
not the pleasure of accepting the Commis-
sioner of Railway's kind invitation to inspect
the coalfield, and I do not think I wounld have
been much wiser if I hand gone, mor could I
have satisfied myself more fully that it was de-
sirnble to build this railway. 1 was always
emphatically of the opinion that we had true
coal on that field, although the question seems
to be in dispute at the present time. Well, I
remember that in Vietoria there was a similar
divergence of opinion as to the nature of the
coal which wag first discovered in the colony,
and that the dispute lasted for something
like 25 years. 'The consequence was that a
vast amount of money was sent out of the
country in the impertation of conl, while
large districts were beld back from develop-
ment., Now, those districts are being rapidly
developed by the coal industry, and are prov-
ing to be great sources of wealth to the

(3 OctopER, 1895.]
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State. [ therefore think that we, in this colony,
should take a lesson from the failings of our
neighbors, as well as from their successes, and
that when we see that they bave made grent
mistakes, we should endeavor to avoid making
them as well. Now, I think the gravest error
we could possibly comwmit woutd he to neglect
the development of this coalfield at the
Collie. I think, with other hon. members,
that, apart from the presence of coal in that
district, there is enough to juastify the con-
struction of a railway to that distriet for other
reasons ; but if we find that a good service-
able description of coal is available there, we
shall not go far wrong in building this rail-
way. Ionly desire to make one more remark,
and 6hat is to express the hope that the
Government will not allow this coalficld, or
indeed any other native industry, to fall into
the hands of a mon polist syndicate. I am
finally of opinion that the beneficial results of
these industries should be fairly distributed
amnongst the people, and I think if a centre of
population were established on this conlfield,
the people of which could, under the guidance
of the Government, establish this new indus-
try ona sound basis, much good to the country
would be the vesult. I do hope, therefore,
that theindustry will not be wllowed to pass
into the bands of a monopolist syndicate, who
would only tuke away the wealth that lies ut
our very doors. :
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Clauses of the Bill were agreed to
without amendment or discussion.
Bil! reported without amendment.

ELECTORAL BILL.

The nmendments to this Bill which were
mnde in committee, were agreed to, and the
report was adopted.

DONNYBROOK TO BRIDGETOWN
WAY BILL.

RAIL-

SECOND READING.

Tug PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest): Sir,

[ rise to move the second reading of this Biil,
« to puthorise the comstruction of a rilway
« from Donnyhrook t¢ Bridgetown.” A year
has passed since this House approved of this
railway being constructed, and voted £100,000
for the purpose. Ashon. members are aware,
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the Government undertook on that oceasion,
not to introduce the Bill for the construction
of the Railway until this eession, and that
they also promised that they would mot do
anything in connection with the matter at all,
except to make the surveys and prepare in-
formation for the guidance of the House. Of
course we all lmow that there was some
opposition—not only in this House, but in
another pluice—to the coustruction of this
railway. Well, a year has passed, as I before
stated, und the Government bave kept their

promise not to take any action towards con- |

structing the line, except to have the surveys
wade, and collest all necessary information,
especially in regard as to which was the better
route—the Preston or the Thompson's Brook
route,—upon which there was a considerable
divigion of opinion. The fullest investiga-
tions have been made, and acting upon the
andvice of the professional adviser, the
Engineer-in-Chief, and nlso after giving the
matter a very great deul of consideration, the
Government have come to the conclusion
that the route from Donnybrook to
Bridgetown via the tinfields, which
ia known as the Thompson's Brook route,
is the wovre preferable one for the railway to
take. It hasa great many advantages over
the Preston route, the most important of
which is, that it is 11 miles shorter, and any-
one who has considered the pros. and cons. of
the matter, must come to the conclusion that
the Government have chosen the hest route
wvailable. I think I may eay, for the infor-
maiion of those hon. members who aure not
acquainted with the district in the immediate
vicinity of Thompson’s Brook route, which
this railway will serve, that it is & very fine
district, possessing a large extent of fairly
good land, which is capable of much cultiva-
tion, a good climate, and a very good rainfall
Added to thir, the railway will pass close
to the tinfields, which are proving to he an
important indastry in that part of the colony,
and which I think are capable of much
further development. ‘I'be construction of
this railway, Sir, will e to furtber the object
we all have in view, and that is to open up
those portions of the country which are cap-
able of producing. We huve our mineral
resources to the eastward, and the geldfields
which are being very guickly and extensively
developed in accordance with the approved
policy of the Government, but, at the same
time, we should do all we can to encourage

[ASSEMBLY.]

Rridgetown Railway Bill,

the agricultural Qistricts to produce Food
supplies, by giving them railway facilitivs to
send their produce to the goldfields’ markets.
I think we are ell agreed that it ia our duty
to give facilities of trungit to all producing
centres, and I am sure that no one will deny
that the Blackwood district, of which Bridge-
town is the centre, is an important agricul-
tural district. It only wanis a railway to
make it of still greater importance. Without
a railway, o distriet like the Blackwood cannot
compote with other agricultural distnicts
which have this means of transit, und the
only reault that can follow, if Parlinment de-
clines to sanction the coustruction of this
railway, will be that the district will go back-
ward, instead of forwards and that it will
revert to the condition it was first found
in, when the wild dogs and the eagle-
hawks were in possessiom of it. Possibly
the old settlers would remain if the railway
were not sanctioned, but I am positive that no
new settlers would go there. But I feel sure,
Sir, that thero is no hon. member who would
like to see such a fertile district as the
Blackwood go backwird, and, that being
sy, [ am gertain that hon, members will not
hesitate to give tho district the one thing
that is wanted to make it leap forwurd, and
that ia o railway., And we wmust remember
that this railway will establish a new centre
of population, and that wiil be Bridgetown,
which will be the terminus of the railway,
and to which all the settlers to the south-cust
and south-west will take their produce for
conveyance to the markets at the metropolis,
while it will atimulate the settlers all round
that district to greater cfforts in caltivating
their land. But, Sir, there is something more
than that to be eaid in favor of this railway.
I look forward to the time {and I wish to im-
press this strongly upen hon. members) when
this railway will be extended beyond Bridge-
town into that besutiful karri country beyond.
I entertain the most sanguine hopes for the
future of that portion of the colony to which
I have referred as the karri country. The soil
there iz of a splendid character, and it iz 7ft.
deep, and is capable of producing anything
that we require in the country, while the land
is covered with u thick undergrowth and
magnificent timber ; and Trepeat that [ look
forward hopefully to the time when this rnil-
way, which I am now advocating, will be run
through that eountry, and beyond it, even as
far as the magnificent port of Albany. It
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mway be said that I am looking too far ahead,
bat I do not think I am. The distance from
Bridgetown to Albany is not more than 150
miles, and, in view ofjthe rapid strides which
the colony is inaking, I do not think thet wy
hopes will remainjunrealised for any length-
ened peried. Now, with regard to the railway
which this Bill proposes. I would like to
point out to uny hon. member whe may not
be in favor of its construction at nll, that it
must be constructed some time or other, but
that the only question is whether the
present is  the most opportune time
for carrying out the work. My advice
to hon, members js that the work should
be done at once. A sum of £100,000 has
already been voted for the purpose, but the
Engineer-in-Chief estimates that the total
cost of the line will be £170,000. 1f the House
approves of the construction of the railway,
the Government propose to call for tenders for
the congtruction of the whole of the line, in
preference to bumilding it bit by bit, and to
proesed with the work in the recess. 'Then
the balance of £70,000, for the work could be
voted next session, as it is not likely thas the
whole of the £100,000 which has heen ulready
voted, will be spent before mext session. T
would also like {o point out to hon. members
that, as far as the present Government are con-
cerned, onr desire is to do all we can towards

giving extra facilities of transit to the agri- | ere has no connection with Hansard at all,

oulturg] communities, and, persenally, I hope
and believa that this railway will be but the
first of many more agricultural radways in
this colony. Wehave no cnuse o regret the
policy we have adopted in the past of extend-
ing railway communication to agricultural
centres, and, in support of what I say, I would
inform hon. members that for the financial
year which ended on June 30 lest, the railway
revenne was £295,732, and the expenditure
£183,940, showing a credit balance, therefore
of £112,792. Aund this source of revenue is
atill increasing, for, duriug the 12 months
ended September 30 lass, the revenue was

{3 OcroBer 1895. )

£322,341, aa agninst £171,995 for the corves- .

ponding period which ended on September 30,
1894, thus showing an increase of £150,346,
Then the whole of the revenue of the colony
is going up by leaps and bounds, and we can
find equal couse for congratulation in per-
using some of the figures. The reverue for
the financinl year which ended on June 30
last was £1,125,940, whereas the revenue for
the year which ended on September 30 lasb
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waa £1,235903, showing an increase for the
twelve months ended on September 30, 1895,
over the revenue for the twelve months ended
June 30, 1895, of £100,963 ; and if we compare
the revenue for the twelve months ended om
September 30, 1895, wilh the revenue for the
twelve months ended on September 30, 1804,
wa will find that while for the former period il
was, ng I ha¥e before stated, .£1,235,003, for
the year ended on September 30, 1894, it
amounted to £780,287, showing an increase of
£445,616. Suvely them, Sir, in the face of
these facts, we should not be nfraid to open up
such n district as the Blackwood, which we
believe is capable of producing so very pro-
lifically.

At 6'30 p.m, the Speaker left the chair.

At 7-30 p.m, the Speaker resnmned the chair.

HANSARD PARLIAMENTARY REVORTS,
PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Me. MORAN: Sir, kindly allow me fo
expluin, before the business proceeds. When
I referred to a paragraph in the Daily News,
this evening, in reforence o my remarks in a
previous discussion, I thought the matter I
referred to had some connection with the
Hansard reporis, ns it uppeared in the smwe
poper. T have since found that this paragraph
had no cennecbion with Mansard, and is
simply a newspaper paragraph, and that
any misrepresentation that might oceur

1 also acknowledge that the passage T referred
to, in the Hansard report of o discussion on
the Goldfields Bill, may be conridered a fair
report of what I did suy on the occagion. Of
course I did not lay much stress on that
matter, in referring to it this evening, as it
was the newspaper parngroph I objected to
most strenuocusly. I have much pleasure in
stating I was labering under an error in sup-
posing that this paragraph in the same puper
was connected with the Hansard reports; and
asI wm always the first to achnowledge a
mistake, I do so now.

Tue SPEAKER: When the hon. member
mentioned the parugraph iu the Deily News, T
thought he was making a wistake; hecause {
huve read that paragraph myself, and it bas
no convection with the Hunsard reports
at all.

DONNYBROOK TO BRIDGETOWN RAIL-
WAY BILL.
SECOND READING.
Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in
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resuming his speech on the motion for the
second rending, suid: When we adjourned for
an hour, T was referving to the large incrense
in the revenne from ruilways, as showing that
this Houre has no reason to regret anything it
has done up to the present time in regard to
its authorisation of the comstruction of rail-
ways; and I went on to say the railway
revenue was increasing largely. I showed
also that the revemme of the colony wasin-
creasing at a rapid rate, and that we have
received £455,616 more revenue for the twelve
months ending on the 30th September, 1895,
than we bad received for the twelve months
ending on the 30th Septewber, 1894. My
object in refecring to these figures was to show
that the coleny is in a thoroughly prosperons
condition, and that thers has never been a
time in our history when the colony’s finances
were so thoroughly satisfactory. That being
80, I do not think this is a time when this
House should have any fear, or any desire, to
delay o public work which I think all will
admit will greatly facilitate production in this
¢olony, I think hon, members of this House
cannot be accused, as a general rule, at any
rate, of not having faith in the resources of
the colony, or of not having faith in the future
of the colony ; I think that what we have
done during the last five years will certainly
prove that we have not been half-hearted or
afraid, but rather that, if we have been buld,
wo have at the game time been careful and
cautious. There is no doubt that if the people
who live in Lthis country bhave not faith in it,
how can we expect those who live ont of it to
have faith in it? I have no doubt that in the
past there has heen amongst us—e¢ven amongst
those who bhave been our best colomists—a
feeliny that we have been going too fust under
the new form of Governwent, and that we
were not justified in the large works we were
undertaking. Thutfeeling was natural enough
a3 cowing from them, because they have had
sucha ang career of haxdship and difficulty
under the old system that they could not
realise the change that has come over
this colony #8 compared with what they had ex-
experienced in the past. There iz no doubt that
a great many people in this colony, who have
borne the burden and heat of the day under
the old conditions, have had a fecling that
we ought fo be very careful lest trouble may
come upon us 38 the result of going teo fast,
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But, while we respect this feeling, we have got |
into a new order of things, and can reahse _| engineering point of view, It will be seen
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now that the conditions in this colony are not
whut they used to be; und [ am glad to be uble
to say now that many persons who opposed
the policy innugurated by this Government,
and the poliey approved by this House, in the
last fow years, have come to believe we nre
thoroughly justified in the course we have
taken. [ thoroughly believe thiz colony can-
not lose by building a railway into a product-
ive part of it. If it can be said that this
colony, in its present position, cannot afford to
bunild a railway into a district that is highly
productive, that has o good climate, an abund-
unt rainfall, and a2 large quantity of excellent
timber—if it can be said we ave not justified
in building a railway into a district such as
I maintain the Blackwood distriet is, then [
suy there is something I cannot uaderstand.
What is to he the end of this country
whose affairs are entrusted to us, unless we can
open it up and utilise it ? Tt is no use leaving
it without the means of communication, and
expecting it to develop without effort on our
part. We cannot go on as we have done in the
past, because people in these unopened dis-
tricts cannot now compete, in sending produce
to market, ngainst those producersin other
districts who have the advantages of railway
communication ; therefore, o producing district
like the Blackwood, that is not opened by rail-
way, must be deserted by the agricultural pro-
ducer—it is almost deserted now by the agri.
cultural producer, und will be absolutely de-
serted and be used only for stock-raising pur-
poses, noless it is to be comnected by railway
with the markets of thecolony. No ¢ther usecan
ba made of it, hecanse agriculfural production
will not puy 1n that district without means of
conveying the produce cheaply to market.
The producersthere cannot compete without
railway communication, against the producers
in other districts that are favored with rail-
way facilities.

Mk, IrLiNewoRTH : Can they compete when
they get « railway ?

I'ue PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J, Forrest): I
believe they can ; and, if they cannot, the only
thing 1o be said is that the country is no good.
There is no doubt that that district is pro-
ductive. It hasgood soil, a good climate, and
a pleatifal rainfall, and it iz capable of large
development. I would like to make one or
two ohgervations in regard to the report of

; the Engipeer-in-Chief, which report is very

clear, and deals with the wmafter from an
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he proposes to use 60lb. rails, which will !
slightly increase the cost. I think thatin
making this recommendation he is very wise,
and I regret we have not used this heavier
class of rails on all our lines, as we can by this
means get better speed. and they are alto-
gether preferable. The curves and grades on
this line are not so good as we could desire,
The grade of 1 in 45 will not be & bad grade,
however, when we consider that it is the same
grade as that on which we have been spending
£145,000 in making, as an improvement, on
the Bastern Railway np the Darling Range,
through the tunnel deviation that is pow
being constructed. In regard to curves,
I certainly have had a great objection
to the 8-chain curves on this line, and
for o time, I went so far in wmy objection |
aa to favor the Prestor Valley route for this
railway in order to avoid the curves; butI
have been convinced by the Engineer-in-Chief
that these 8-chains will not, after all, ba very
bad for traffic; and as he says that by
using 60lh. rails there will be no difficulty in
running trains 30 miles an hour on the B-chain
curves, that vemoves the only objection T have
had, and I thiok it is all we need desire for
the traffic at present time. 'Then, on the
Preston Valley route there would have been
some 10-chain curves—a good many—so that ’
there would not be much difference between |
the two routes in this respect, except that one 1
routo would have many more curves than the i
other. Hon. membera will also see, by the |
report of the Engineer-in-Chief, that he does |

i

I

|

not see any difficulty in constructing the line
for the amount of woney cslimated; and
therefore wemay take it that, with this grade
and these curves, we will be able to run 30
miles an hour on the 60lb. rails, and that
spced is guite as fast as it is necessary
to runm, under our present circumstances.
I am glad, indeed, to know from some hon.
moembers, and I believe it ig the general feeling,
that the time haa arrived in our history when
we can afford to undertake this public work.
A year has gone by since the matter was Jast
before na for discusgion, and during that time
our circumstances have no doubt improved in
every way, so that those hon. members who
had doubts as to the wisdom of spending this
amount of money last year may not,and I hope
will not, have any doubt on that point now. [
see no reason why we should not embark on
this undertaking at the present time, There
were difficulties last session, a8 we know—more

(3 Ocroser
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particularly in the other branch of the Legis-
lature—in regard to this railway, but I do not
think these dificulties will ba found to exist
now, when this Bill goes before hon. members
in another place; especiully if we can paes
the Billin this House by a fuirly lurge vote,
or, as I hope, unanimously. I hope that those

© hon. mewbera of this House who were opposed

to this railway last year will now join hands
with the Government and with those who
supported it, and will give to this district the
advantage of railway commusication. I
believe the distriet is thoroughly deserving of
it, and that this will be a work which will
prove of great advantage to the eolony, from a
I do
not mean for & moment to say that this rail-
way will pay from the very start, but [
believe it has as good & chance of paying as
nny other agricultural railwsy that has Leen
constructed in the past, or will be constructed
T beg to move the second
reading of the Bill.

Tue SPEAEER: I may inform the House
that the plans end schedule of the proposed
railway route have been laid upon the table of
the House, in compliance with the Statute.

Mr. SIMPSON: It will ha agreed by the
House that the Premier only does justice to
those who Lave been opposed to the construe-
tion of this railway, wnen he saya ne one bas

| expreesed an opinion that arailway should not

be built to the Blackwood district. It has
been admittedly a question of expediency ns
to the time when that railway should be built.
Referring to the report of the Engineer-in-
Chief, it will be observed that the cost has
grown from £100,000 last year to £174,000 this
year. That is a very large increase, apd is
perhaps caused by the present proposal to con-
struct the railway direct to Bridgetown. It
is very wise that the railway should go to some
definite place ; for whereas the seheme put be-
fore us last year was to take the railway “ to-
wards Bridgetown,” the railway is now to go
definitely to somewhere. I think we are all
agreed a3 to the magnificent resources of
timber, the good eclimate, the well-watered
country, and the magnificent soil of that dis-
trict. But there is no doubt the Premier is
largely governed, in the immediate con-
struction of this railway, by considerations
that affect his heart rather than his
head. He seems to think the people of
that district have a claim or the senti-
mental rather than the commercial con-
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sideration of the matter; for I donobimngine
he would coutend for o moment thut, if two or
three commercial mea were cent down there
to ascertain whether the construction of this
railway would be a wise investment in which
to sink £174,600, ho could anticipate from
them a very hearty nssent to his propesilion.
A deputation which recently waited on the
Premier, in referenco to the qucesticn of rival
routes, made out thut therc was a total of 150
tons of produce per anzum 0 be ecarried from
that district to market—19 tons by one route,
and 131 toms by the other route. 'T'his was
stated somewhat authoritatively, as [ guthered
from the newspaper report of the interview ;
though, as we are not permitted to read from
newspapers, [ cannot, 1a [ would like to do,
quote seme of the remarks made ip thut inter-
view. We are practically asked to vote
£174,000 to construct arailway into what we
know to be a fertile district, which has been
settled very many years, and now turns out
150 tons of produce per annum. Weareasked
to put another unprofitable railway on the
back of eur Trafhic Department, and to en-
deavor to make it pay. The Trafic Depart-
ment has alveady to sapport the Boyanup to
Busselton line and the Hoyanup to Donny-
brook line, and now we are asked to tack on
to it this line to Bridgetown. The Premier,
in introducing the Bill, said the Government
did not propose to ask for the further amount
of £74,000 this yewr, in addition to the
£100,000 anthorised to bo raised for this
work, but to leave the further amount
to a subsequent session of lurliament,
andt that the Government do not anticipate
spending the whole of this money during the
next twelve months. 1 wounld ask, have any
particular changes occurred since laat session
—have any new resources been discovered,
any new commercisl advantages—to induce
this House to pass the ruilway this session ?
Have we not large ureas of agricultural land
already opened up atong our opened railways?
And can it bo contended that a limit to the
possibilities of agriculturnl settlemens on the
good land along our opened railways has yot
been reached? Are we nobt aware there are
huge areas of agricultural land aleng thuse
railways that are mot at all ocecupied. The
allusion made by the Premier to the report
of the Engineer-in-Chief is peculiar, for that
report is remarkable in this respect, that
while the Engineer-in-Chief gives in his re-
port on the Collie Coulfisld Railway, commer-
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cial reasons why that line should be built, he
significantly refruing from giving anything of
the sort in his report on the Bridgetown Rail-
way.

Tue PrEMIER: He can reckon up the coal,
but he cannot reckon up the produce.

Me. SIMPSON: Further than this I donot
think it is necessary for me to go, from the
ougineering poinb of view: 'I'beother consid-
erations involved as to the various interests to
be served und the character of the land to ke
vpened up anlong the respective routes, are
rather questions of railway policy than of
My own opinmion is that this
House, having in view the interest of the
country, would be acting wisely and caretully
conserving its best interests Ly posiponing
the coustruction of this railway for some years.
The resources of thag district, thegood climate,
the water supply, und the magnificent timber
fovests will not disappear by waiting. Are we
to support a policy of conatructing railways
because some old settlers, for whom we have
profound respect, and who, 18 fur as I could
judge from my visit to the district, seemed to
have done pretty well—I did not see many
poor wen in the distriet, and I do not think
there is anylhing like destitution down there
for wunt of u railwny ; they all seemed pretty
comfortable, and not too hard-worked, and not
too excited, and did not seem lo have what we
may call too much palpitation—are we to sup-
port the building of this railway because some
old settlers are untitled to consideration?
Whether the Premier anticipated n huge set-
tlement was to grow immediately it was an-
nnunced that this railway was to be con-
strueted, I do not know ; but this House would
do wisely, in the interest of the country, by
declining to build this railway at present. Let
us get our other agricultural lands settled nnd
our other agricnltural railways in working
order, Lefore building this railway to open up
more counbry for settlement. Personally, [
should like to find it my duty to vote for the
secoud reading of this Bill; but, sitting here
as a representative of the people, I cannot see
that the estimate of the traffic as supplied
recently by o deputation furnishes any reason
why £174,000 should be horrowed on the credit
of the colony, to be sunkir a railway which
presents no reasonable prospect of a remuner-
ative investment. ‘Phat this railway will pay
soie duy I connot doubt, and especially if, as
the Premier says, this is to be part of a future
through line to Albany, thut great port of the
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future; and of course thut is an element in
the consideration of this question. 1 think I
fairly state public opinion, when [ suy thereis
no ¢ommercial man in this commanity who
would at present, for himself or others, devote
solarge o sum as £174,000 to construct this
railwny ot the present time.
the second rending.

[3 Ocroner 1895.]

I shall oppose |

Me, ILLINGWORTH : I rise toask foran

assurance from the Government that, if the
second reading is carried to-night, the hon.
member for Albany, who is interested largely
in this railwny, and who is awny from wns
to-night, ahould have aun opportunity, at a
future stage, of expressing his views on the
question. [If that iz understoed, I think it
may not be necessary to refard the second
reading of the Bill to-night. When this pro-
ject wns before the House last session, I
expressed myself as opposed tn the construc-
tion of this railway. My reasons for opposing
it were gimply these, First of ali, it 18 dis-
tinetly what I would call an agricultural
rrilway. Secondly, we huve a large amocunt
of agricultural land that is being well served
by the existing railways, and is not yet im
profitable occuphation; therefore, toconstruct
ancthier railway of this character, would be
simply bringing in a competitive line with
those already existing, I express the
opinion then that, for some years to
come—perhaps in n decade—it will not
be possible—at any rate in my judgment
it is not desirable—to expect that this
railway can pay. The question of construct-
ing railways in this colony will kave to be
congidered with very great care. Thereis a
tendency, in times such as these, when we have
an overflowing Treasury und a generul fecling
of bucyancy in the hearts of most of the
people, to overleok those first principles of
judicions commercial investment which this
House should necessorily consider. What do
we propose to do? What do the Government
ask us to congent to have done? o expend
£170,000, ov thereabouts, in constructing a
railway into o district which, as the Premier
himself has said, the people have heen leaving
and must leave becouse they cannot make n
living. Well, the country there cannot be of
the most attractive nature if the men who are
there—{THE PrEmMIER: Young men, I snidl—

if young men brought up in the district are

likety to leave it. If the distriet haz not
within itself inherent gualities sufficient to

retain the native and locally-born young men, |
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who may he expected to understand and grasp
the possibilities of the soil and climate better
than others going there from ontside, how can
it be reasonably expected that a vaat quantity
of agricaltural land in this district—when
there ia nll the other good land, well situated,
along railways alrendy existing, and having
the attractions that have been advertised for
years—how can it be expected this land will
be taken up and cultivated by new people
going into this district, in sufficient quantity
to make payable freight for this railway ?
And, if the line will not puy, what is going to
happen? Are we to construet this railway for
retaining those people who are there already,
but who, nathe Premier fears, will leave it, and
on the off-chance that othoer sersons moy be in-
duced to go there and settle? But supposing we
fail in both these things—supposing the young
wen who are there do not stay, and supposing
the other energetic men, young or old, do not
go there, what will yon then do with thie rail-
way? What will you do if there is no popn-
Intion to feed it with trafic? What do yon
expect to do with i6?  Yon are going to put
this new line on your railway system, and you
will have to pay the intevest and cost of up-
keep, besides running & certain number of
trains ; therefore, the conatant drain of money
required for keeping this railwey running
will bave to be made up from the proceeda of
other portions of the railway system. From
all T have heard of this district, of which I
have no personal knowledge, I believe there
is n vast amount of wealth in it. That, T
think, may be admitted. There ia a vast
amount of good timber, as we have heen told,
and here is . considerable amount of rich aoil,
perhaps some of the richest in the southern
districts. These are ntiractive things, and if
the House can be assured that, by the con-
struction of the railwny, this good soil
will be cultivated and these rich belts of
timber he

are likely to ntilised in
gufficient quantity to cover the work-
ing expenses of this railway, I think

we should be jnstified in consteneting it. But
up to the present I have not beea able to
gather, either from residents in SBouthern dis-
tricts, or from the evidence laid hefore this
House, or any evidence I have been alile to
gather from those better acquainted with the
digtrict than I am, that thereis any reasonable
prospect of this railway being made to pay for
many years to come. Then,lask, is it reason-
able we should construct thie kind of railway ?
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Have we not the experience of all parts of
Anstralia to show that what has ruined the
railway systems elseswwhere has been the con-
strocting of lines that do not pay? lsit not
8o in every one of the other colonies, that what
nas ruined their vnilway systems has been the
eonstructing of lines by yielding to considera-
tions of the heart rather than of the head?
When we see men in the Blackwood district
struggling amidst difficulties, we are apt to
forget the principles of business, and to allow
our symputhies to go out to those men who
are struggling, and say, “ Really these men
ought to have o railway.” T confess T have a
very strong feeling in that direction, and if I
could only convince myself there was a reason-
able prospect—any within the next three, four,
or five years—that the traflic on thisline could
be brought up to the standard of nearly cover-
ing expenses, I should be eatisfied to give them
a railway, If the Premier can satisfy me of
that, I should be disposed to vote for is, I
am quite ready to be convineed, but I would
like to see the mmm who can comvince me.
Speaking sericusly, 1 do ask this House
to consider whether it is not possible for ua
to allow our sympathies for the people thus
sitnated to go beyond our judgment, in refer-
ence to such matters. I just throw it upon
the Government to produce evidence showing
that this railway can be made to pay, within
measurable distance ; and, if so, [ think these
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persons in the Blackwood district ave worthy -

of sympathy and of help. [ tkink also that a
digtrict such as this is worthy of some extent
of development. "'We have no evidence before
us which leads at all in the direction of sup-
posing that this railway can be made to pay
for very many years to come. Holding, as T
do, that the first duty of mewbera of this
House is to see that the expenditure of this
country is rightly directed, I feel that, as at
present advised, I must vote aguinat the
second reading of this Bill.

Me., LEFROY: When this question was
before na last session, I gave it as my opinion
that we sbould wait a little before entering on
the construction of this milway, becuuse I
thought we were borrowing too much money
for public works at that time; that we could
doek the amouwnt in some way, and that the
delaying of this work would be one way by
which we could docle the amount of the loan.
The circuamstances of the colony have very
much altered since that time, and we are pow
in a very much befter position than we were
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in before. I gave it as my opinion, at the
time, that althoughI was not then prepared
to vote for thia railway, T certainly hoped to be
able to do 8o in a year or two from that time
and I am happy to say thabt time has mow
come, Ibappearsto me that the arguments
brought forwerd by the hon. member for
Nannine and the hon. member for Geraldton
are in soe way rather in favor of the railway.
The hon. member for Geraldton admits that
the land is very fertile, that there were no
poor people to be seen when he visited the
district, and the only thing he seemed to ob-
ject to was thatthey were not too excited. I
can wellimagine that people in that district,
isolated ns they have been from all the canses
thut hnvo excited people in other parts of the
colony, and cut off from the vest of the world,
would not be in a state of excitement when
the hon. member wns visiting the district last
year. The hon. mewber for Nannine also ad-
tnits there is a vast amount of weulth in that
distriet, and that there is some of the richest
goil, posaibly, in the whole ceclony ; but, at the
same lime, he is not prepared to vote for the
rallway at present. I think if these circum-
stances are granted—that the district has a
very fertile soil und that there are no poor
people there — these are incentives to us
for agreeing to the comstruction of this
railway; because they point to the factthat we
have good land there, and that the settlers,
even without a railway, are able to get a
livelibood out of the land. The Premier has
told the House he is afrnid the people will
leave the district if they do not get a railway,
ezpecially the young men. I can thoroughly
understand that, because I know that in cer-

. tain agricultursl districts having the benefit

of railway cowmunication, where the railways
are certnin to pany, the residents are not in-

. ¢reasing as they might be expected to do; and

I know that in the Blackwood district the
settlers muss find it very difficult to cart large
loads of prodnce over long distances to a
market, at o payable rate. Therefore, no
matter how fertile the land is, if those settled
on it are to compete with other districts that
have railways, I can quite understand why
young wen should leave it to better their pros-
pects in more favored districts. Another
reason which has been urged by opponents of
this line is that we have nlready a large extent
of agricultural railways, giving access to good
land. But I regret very much that what
ought to be oar largest agricultural railway
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is offering no inducement to settlement—I
wean the railway from Perth to Geraliton,
which goes though some 0’ the hest agricul.
twral lnnd in the colony—und I know that in
the Midland district a great many of the
young men, who ought tu be settiing on the
soil and cultivating it, are leaving it becanse
they cannot acquire land on their own
account, Therefore, [ can quite under-
stand why the young men should leave the
Bluckwood digtrict, unless they get a railway.
The cases of the Midland and the Blackwood
districts are somewhat unalagous, though not
quite the same ; and I think it is a watter for
regret that there is so much agricultural land
shut up ot prezent, and that the prices which
owuers are asking for it are such as to muke
it uttevly impossible for people to acquire
land and settle on it. Until those whe own
large areus of agricullural land disgorge it,
the railways which now serve it will be of no
benefit in promoting seltlement.
look upon it altogether as & question of sym-
pathising with these struggling settlers in the
Blackwood district, by building then a rail-
way for merely sentimental rvensons; but [ do
think we have, in that district, land of a
quality different from that along our
present agricultural railways ; that we
have there u different climate uwnd dif-
ferent acil, and, therefore, & country where
producta differing from those in other districta
can be grown, at a profit. [ Mr. Simpson:
See Hansard for what you said last year] I
think the hon. member for Geraldton will find,
if he refera to Hanserd, that I suid lust year
that [ found there was u great deal of very
good land in that district, that [ was well
pleased with the land T saw there, that it wae
well watered, but that I thought it would
require bold men with some capital toclear the
big trees and zettle there. But, ag I said
then, and 1 um prepared to say now,
that T think the Blackwood district is deserv-
ing of a railway, and T think now that it wilt
pay the colony te construct a railway. e
must, in these days, march aleng with the
times, and without railway communication in
these dagys, a district 1s entirely shutout and
neglected.  Considering the present fin-
uncial condition of the colony, I think we
are in n condition to econstruct this railway ;
and I sincercly hope those old settlers
in the district, whozse acquaintance the
hon. mewber for Geraldton made when he was
there, will become a little more excited, and

I do not |

[3 OcroBEr, 1835.]

I

Bridgetown Railway Bill 1231
that their excitability will extend towards the
clearing out of some of the enormons gum
trees that we suw growing down there; and
that the clearings will e utilized for growing
wany of the useful and agreeable products
which, we hope, will be sent to the central
markets in the early future, from that very
fertile district.

Mg. A. FORRES!: Iintend to support the
second reading of this Bill, and I do not think
the hon. member for Geraldton can twit me
with turning round. I supported the project
when it was before us last session, und will do
so this session. I will now bry te convince the
hon. member for Nonnine that 1his railwuay
will pay, by stating some facts. In the firat
place, this railway is to be built a distance of
46 wiles, and it will treverse very productive
and fertile country the whole way. The route
taps some of the best land in the colony,
und there are miles of loads of the finest
timber in Western Australia—jarrah timber;
ne karri there—so that the railway will have
payable traffic from the start, if it has only
jarrah to bring to market. We know the
timber cutting industry supports a large popu-
lation in thie colony, and that the whole of the
money sxpended on it is spent in the colony;
and we know that is not go with some other
industries. Timber cutting is all labor and
food for those engaged in it, and that is an
important factor in connection with this rail-
woy. 'The export of jarrah is becoming a very
large industry; we hear of a large capital
being embarked in the erection of mills on the
South conat ; and when these two railways to
the Blackwood and the Collie are built, you
moy be assured the fine timber in these dis-
tricts will net remain long in its present
position. In the next place, the district of
Nelson, although isolated and out of competi-
ticn with other parts of the colony, yebt
supportsa fair populalion at present. In the
year 1891, the number of peoplein the Nelson
district was 632, und that is the smallesté dis-
trict in aren within the colony. Then, without
considering the poesible freight in fruit and
wheat and other crops, these people hud, in
1891, nearly 8,000 head of cattle, 18,000 sheep
and 1,250 horses. Therefore, I think the hon.
member for Nannine will agree with me that
settlers who have to cart their pruduce 40 or
50 wiles, ut the present low rate realized for
some kinds, and who are entirely cut off from
markets, nre not in u condition to cownpete
with settlers in ovher districts served by rail-
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wuys, and would not be able to do it if they
had tke best soil in the world. In the Black-
wood district we have a great fruit-growing
country, where the present production could
be incressed a thousund-fold; nnd though
thereare only a few hundred acres under crop,
yeb if hon. members visited it in the fruit
geason they would see the trees breaking down
with loads of fruit, and would be convinced
t‘hnt the Qistrict is capable of supporting a
large population in fruit growing, Another
important fuactor, in building this railway,
is  that the whols of the land through
which the line pusses is Crown land.
The railways i other agricultural districts
bave been mnde entirely throuph frechold
land, whereas along chis railway there iz no
freehold land worth speaking about—perhapa
a few Lhousand acres in the whole length of
46 miles. Along the Eastern railway and the
South-Western railway the whole of the eoun-
try had been alienated from the Crown be-
fore the lines were made, and there was no
chance for people to secure land for sebtling
on, except Ly paying exorbitant prices to
private owners. The whole of the country
along the route to the Blackwood will be
thrown open to selectors on eunsy terms from
the Crown; and that is a most important
featureof the scheme. I hope that thesefew
facts will have convinced the hon. member
for Naunnine, and that he will now vote for
the railway. T am sure it is a line weought
to have built years ago; and, if it had been
made twenty jears ago, the district would
have been in 4 different condition from that
which it is in to-day., Our youmg people
have been leaving it because they saw no
chance of being bronght inte contact with the
capital and other progressive parts of the
colony, where they could find a market for
their produce., How is a settler there tolive
and compete with producersin other districts,
where railways convey the produce cheaply
to market? I often wondex how people living
there have stayed so long. When I was a
young man in a Southern district, not then
opened by a railway, I soon suw it would be
useless for me to stay in a district like that,
and I came at once to the centre, where there
was some scope. Young men have been
leaving the Bluckwood district because there
have been no inducements for settlement—no
means of getting produce to market at a
profit, so as to be able to compete with other
districts that have railways.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R, Richardson): When this railway
was before the House last segsion, 1 would not
support it because, while I believed thoroughly
that the Blackwood is a districtto which rail-
way communication must be exiended in the
near future, I had misgivings at that time as
to whether thia railway was not somewhat
premature. ‘l'aking our recollection back to
last yesr, we were engaged in berrewing a
considerable sum for public works, and were
ot in a position to accurately forecast the re-
sults of that horrowing, and what wounld be
the position of the colony when we had got
into the thick of spending the money, because
our goldfields had mot reached that stage of
development they are in now, and our finances
had not renched that flourishing condition in
which we now find them, and many things
were then uncertain which are accomplished
facts to-day. I agreethat we must not allow
our flourishing condition to excite us. But, to
return to the argument, I think the condition
and the circumstances in which we find our-
selves now completely alter the case, and if it
was justifiable to have some qualms of con-
science as to whether the amount to he
borrowed und expended on this public work
was justifinble a year ago, T think the objec-
tions on those grounds are all now dissipated
into thin air., We find ourselves now in a
financial position which will thoroughly
justify us in undertaking a work like this
without further delay; and, supposing the
amount to be £170,000, yet hon. memblers will
observe that, in the report of the Engineer-in-
Chief, 15 per cent. izallowed for contingencies
in the construction of this line, it beinga
difficult line, with some heavy grades; and

_ though the exnct computation was something
like £160,000, it is wise to allow a liberal

amount for contingencies—1 say, supposing
the cost to be £170,000, the interest
payable on thia amount of barrowed
money will be £6,000 per annum. What I
wish particularly to point out are some pe-
culiar circumstances 1n the agriccltural con-
ditions of this district. Fortunately for us,
it is a district that is capable of yielding those
kinds of products whizh other parts of the
colony are uot so suitable for producing. We
have a large amount of agricultural country
opened nup by railways now, and I think if
this railway was to pass through ugricultural
conntry under exactly similar conditions, I
should be inclined to say we were not justi-
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tied in meking this milway. But the other
districts are wheat-growing er mwainly cereal
producing districts, whereas in the Blachwood
Dis rict we have aclimate and soil which are
favorable to the production of many other
kinds of products, such as potatoes, onions,
English fruite, diiry produce, cheese, pork,
bacon, and a large variety of agriculfurai
products which—to our disgrace be it said—
we ure importing from other countries in large
quantitics. Indeed we are now scuding away
thousands of pounds abnwally to pay for
agricultural products which the Black-
wood district i particwlarly suiteble for
producing, but I do not think we shail
ever produce these things in that or other
districts, in sufficient quantity for supplying
the coloby’s wanis, unless we wake railways
into those districts which are specnlly
adapted to produce these articles.  Another
point is thut many of the products for which
tke Blackwood district is snitable are of that
description which will not stend long car-
ringe. Such things as potatoes and onmions,
when earted a few miles, ure so incrensed in
cost that all profit is knocked out of them.
You have the best climate at the Blackwood
for producing pofatees and onionms and
other things that are henvy in carringe; but
if you ask a producer to cnrt these things
twenty mi'es, youtake away all the possikility
of profit; so thut the ouly way to induce the
production of these heavy urticles 1a to make
a railway. The same muy be said of fruits in
their green stage. The Blackwood climate is
speciully adapted for English fruits, such as
cherries, ruspberries, strawberries, and those
delicious and delicate fruits which many parts
of our coluony will not produce; but who
wonld think of producing these things in that
district and carting them to market in the
green stage, if he had not the cheap facility of
u railway? The only way we can hope for
these fruita to be produced so that the people
in populous centres muy enjoy them, is by
making railways into districts which are cap-
uble of producing them. Ispeak with anthor-
ity in saying there are gentlomen who have
taken up land in the colony and are prosecut-

{3 Ucroser, 1893.]
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© indulgence in many luxurious and beautiful

ing this very industry, by growing raspberries :

and steawberries vn alarge scale. Even if you
take it on the ground tbat it wonld be an abso-
Iute luxwry to make a railway to the Blackwaod
district, I believe it would be almost justified,
beconse the central communities about Perth
will, I believe, shortly be able to afford the

1

fruits which that climate is capable of produe-
ing. Another argument, which [ think is a
good one, is that the hon. member lor Gerald-
ton ohserved no poor people down there; and
I think no better testimony as to the fertility
of the soil conld be given, as showing that
people who have been isolated so long, and
have been so far from any market, are yet able
te make a comfortable livelihood amid such
unfavorable surroundings. If it has been
possible to do sv in the past, we may
ressonubly expect that, with railway facilities
for sending their produce te market, they will
soon be u good, sound, and fourishing com-
muanity. In the present state of our revenue,
and with owr prospects of gold and increase
of population, I cannot help thinking that, if
hon. members will look at the guestion in a
fair and reasonable light, they must admit we
are quite justified in incurring the outlay this
railway will cost. 1If our circumstances now
were such ns they were a few years ago, we
should be incurring a very grave responsibility
in propesing to expend £170,000 on this rail-
way. But I believe our surplus revenne for
the current year will amount to that. An hon.
member suys we should build the line out of
surplus revenue, but it will be the same
thing whether we do it out of surplus
revenne or out of loan. I think the hon
wember for Nannine has said, on previous
occasions, in reference to works that are not
of n reproductive character, that there is not
the sume objection to them when they are
proposed to be kuilt out of current revenue.
As the land revenue this year will amount to
£200,000, the colony could afford to pay for the
proposed line out of this income iy a couple of
yenrs; and, looked at Irom this point of view,
[ do not think that we shall be extravagant, or
that any danger to the country will bo ineurred,
if we pass the Bill.

Mr. CONNOR: Although I think hon
members have their wminds made up as to how
they are going to vote upon this Bill, and 1 do
not think they will be influenced by the
debate, 1 cunnot refrain from saying that I
think the cost of the line conld be sgpent to
far better ndvantage than in constructing
another non.paying agricultural railway,
which the goldfields’ lines have to pay penal
rates to maintainit. The goldfields have made
the prosperity of Western Australia, and the
lines to them have paid large profits, so that if
business guided the extension of the mailway
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gystem, nnother goldfields line should he
made, instend of the oma thab is proposed
in the Bill before the Chair. Iustead
of this line, which we knaw will nat pay,
it would be far better to start a federal
line, which would ultimately give West Aus-
tralia overland communication with the neigh-
boring colonies, or to build n border railway to
the goldfields. Y.ast session, when this rail-
way was under discussion, and the
hon. member for Albany suggested that the
line should go through to Albany, the scheme
was looked upon asg & wild one, but we are now
told that the proposal is practicable, and we
shall have applications to carry the line on to
Albany, which will mean enlarging the deficit
upon this unprofitable work. Ever since I
have been in the House, this demand for rail-
whys to so-called farming districts, but which
only carry a very small population, and do not
produce enough to supply payahle freight for
the line, has beer heard, and the result is that
the goldfielda are looked to for more than a
fair share of the railway revenue. I sy, no
more of these rpeculative lines through the
wilderness should be made, until there are
no more goldfields erying out justly for
railway communication, a8 some of them are
doing at present. The Commissioner of Crown
Ltnds boastsof the land revenue, which he says
will amount te £200,000 this year,a very large
proportion of which has come from the gold-
flelds, and it is & sound principle that those
portions of the colony which contribute the
revenue, should have the larger share of the
public expenditure, for the more the goldfields
are developed, the greater will be the pros-
perity of West Australic, but itis only throwing
money away to make lines like the one to the
Northern Territory, which wos made on the
plea that it would open up pastoral and agri-
cultural country, and which yielded accord-
ing to the lateat return o revenue of only
£230. The goldfields lines have been a success,
and the egricultural lines have not heen a
success, and the colony should apend itsmoney
upon what will show a profit, nnd not saddle
itselt with unprofitable railways.

Mr. MORAN: I take this opportunity
of again reminding the Commission.r
of Railways of the promisc he made
to the goldfields’ members in reply to a
question from e, that, as soon as the gold-
fields’ railway lines returned a profit, the fares
and the freight rates would he reduced. The
question and the reply of the hon. gentleman
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are reported in Hanserd, and stand as u
record of a broken promise—of n promise
broken by a Minister whose pledges should
nlways be fuifilled, for to-dny, while the gold-
fields' lines are very profitable, pennl rates are
charged upon ihem, that is n tariff in excess of
what is charged upon the lines in other dis-
tricts of the dolony. I shall not cense to bring
the distinct pledge given by the Minister and
his breach of faith hefore him and before the
House npon every opportunity, until [get jus-
tice done to the goldfields in this malter, to
the goldfields which hnve done so much to ad-
vange the progress of the colony, nnd which
aretherefore peculiarlyworthy of consideration.
What would the people of Bridgetown think
of me if, after having promieged to vote for
their line, T failed to do s6. But I shall vote
for the line, and, in doing so, Tam convinced
that the people of Bridgetown, if they were
asked to decide the question, would say that
the goldficlds ought not to have to pay
penal railway rates to  make up for
the less remumerative returns from the
lines through the farming districts. It is not:
fair to press too strongly upon the point that
these latter railways do not immediately pay
when they are made, for we know that no
such ever has paid as soon as it was made, in
any of the colonies. It of course takes time
for an agricultural district to develop itself
after it is given the benefit of railway com-
wmunieation. It has to atbruct gettlers who
must have time to till theland, and for their
produce to grow, befure the traffic reburns can
be very heavy, but the settlement of the
people upon the land, and the interests of
agriculture, are worthy of encourngement,and
as I desire to help on every scheme that has
these ends in view, I shall sapport this Bill,
especinlly as the district to which the line
will run has an excellent climate, a good raio-
fall, and a fertile soil, so that with a railway,
it will be in an advantageous position to turn
these advantages to the best aceount.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tre PREMIENR (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) said in
the absence of the hon. member for Albany, for
whose domestic hereavement nuch sympathy
was felt, he desired to afford him (Mr. Leake)
an npportunity of speaking against the Bill,
although he (Sir John Forrest) had notunder-
stood that the hon. gentlemen had intended
to vote agaiust the second rending. The third
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reading would, dyabtless, give the hen.
member the opportunity he desired.

The Honse went into committee upon the
Bill,

The Bill was agreed to in commifites with-
out amendment, and reported to the House,

The report was adopted.

IMMEDIATE EQUIPMENT OF RAILWAYS
WITH ROLLING STOCK.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIFE COUNCIL.

The following Message was delivered to and
read by Mr. Speaker :—

Mg. SemAXER,

The Legislative Couneil acquuinty the
Legislative Assembly that it has this day
agreed to the following resolution, in which it
desires the concurrence of the Legislutive
Assembly :—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should take immediate steps to
thoroughly equip the present railway lines
open for traffic in thia colony with rolling
atock.

GEo. SHENTON,
President,
Legislative Council Chamber,
Perth, 2nd October, 1895.

PARKS AND RESERVES BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE LHGISLAT.VE COUNCIL.
The following Message was delivered 10 and
read by the Speaker :—
MR. SPEAKER,

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Asseinbly that it has agreed to &
Bill intituled “An Act for the Management of
Parics and Reserves vested in the Crown,”
subject to the amendmenta contained in the
schedule nnnexed ; in which amendments the
Legislative Council desires the concurrence of
the Legislative Assembly.

Gro, SHENTON,
President.
Legislative Council Chamber, Perth, 3rd
Jctober, 1895,

Jchedule of Amendments made by the Legislative
Assbmbly in “‘the Parks and Reserves £4il."”

No. 1.—On page 3, Clause 8, paragraph 9:
Between “mules” and “and” insert “camels.”
No. 2.—On page 4, Clause 12, line 5 : Strike
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out *July” and imsert *“ August” in lien
thereof.
C. LEE STEERE,

3/10/95. Clerk of the Council.

Ordered—That the consideration in com-
mittee of the foregoing Message be made an
order of the day for the next sitting of the
House.

WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH PRO-
PERTIES BILL.

ME§5AGK FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The following message was delivered to and
read by Mr. Speaker :—
MR. SPEAKER,

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Assembly that it has ngreed to the
undermentioned Bill, without amendment :—
““ An Act to adapt and assimilate the existing
Trusts of Wesleyan Methodists’ Church Pro-
perties to the present Conetitution of such
Church in Western Australis, and for other

vollateral purposea,”
GEQ. SHENTON,

President.
Legislative Council Chamber, Perth, 3rd
October, 1895.

CROWN SUI'lS BILL.
JESAAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The following Message was delivered to and
read by Mr, Speaker :—

MR. SPEAREE,

‘With reference to the Legislative Assembly’s
Message No. 40, informing the Legislative
Council that the Legislative Assembly has
ngreed to the Legislative Council's amend.
wments Nos. 1 and*2, in “The Crown Suite
Bill,” but has disagreed to amendment No. &
for the reasons stated in tbe schedule thereto,
the Legislative Council acquaints the Legis-
ative Assembly that it insists on the said
amendment, and returns the Bill herewith for
further consideration.

GEo. SHENTON,
President.
Legislativé Council Chamber,
Perth, 3rd October, 18835.

.Imendment made by the Legislative Conncil in
o Phe (rown Suits RIL” with twhich the
Legislative Assembly has disegreed, ona
which the Legislative Couneil insists upen,
No 3.—0Ou page 10, Clause 37; line 4: Strike

out “One ” and insert * Two."”

Geo. LEk STERRE,
Clerk of the Conneil,
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RTOCK DISEARES BILL.
1IN COMMITTEE,

Claunses1 to 9:

Put and passed.

Clauge 10—* Inspectors may enter lands und
buildinga*”:

Me. LEFROY pointed out that while, in the
Bill, dogs were included as stock, inspectors
were prohibited from entering dwelling houses
in tho performance of their duties, notwith-
standing that dogs were often to he found in
houses.

THE ATTORNVEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said that during the consideration of
another Act, much objection had been ex-
pressed against allowing inspectora to invade
private houses, and he thought it would be
better to leave the clause as it was.

Clauses 10 to 17 :

Put and passed.

Clanse 18— Owners' liability ™' :

Mz. GEORGE asked whether the lwenty-
four hours named in the clause was not a very
short time in which to sallow an owner to
destroy infected stock, in order to escape a
penalty which might amount to £100.

Clauses 19 to 21, put and passed.

Clause 22— No stock to be removed from
slaughter house alive ™ :

Mg. A. FORREST moved that the clause be
struck out. It would be unworkuble, ag sales
of atock weresometimes conducted at slaughter
yards in the country, and the provision wonid
prevent buyers from removing their pur-
chagas,

Tar ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that the
clause had been in force for thirty-years. The
intention was to prevent fle removal of stock
which had been penned with imported stock,
which might be infected with coniagions
disease. But he would assent to the striking
ont of the clauses.

The clause was struck out,

The Bill was reported to the House.

The report was adopted.

MINES REGULATION BILL,
IN COMMITTEE.
Clauses 1to0 18:

Put and passed.
Clauge 19— No boy or femrale to be em-

ployed ™

Mer. GEORGE drew attention to the fact
that the clause provided that no hoy under
the age of 16 years should be allowed to charge
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regzard to the sensitive nature of gelatine,

dyunwite, and other high class explosives, no

or fire explosives, but he thought that, aaving ;

boy should Le allowed to handle them. The
explosives should he entirely in the charge of
men who would have n due sense of the danger
of playing pranks with them, whick hoys
might be prone to do.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hopn. 8.
Burt) proposed that the word * handle”
shoutld be inserted before the words ¢ charge
or fire explosives.”

Amendment put and parsed.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 20 to 23:

Put and passed.

Clause 24—'' Employees to satisfy them-
selves of snfety of appliunces. Failure to re-
port danger 7 :

Mr. GEORGE thought it was not fair to
throw upon the working miners the onus of
seeing that the appliunces of the mine were
safe, ngit seemed to him, that if this were done,
there was nochance of 2 man getbing ecompen-
sation if he were hurt owing to the failure of
part of the plant.

Me. ILLINGWORTH snid the provision
was only intended to give the men the right of
protesting ngainst any of the appliances
which they considered to be unsafe, and also
to keep the men on the alert to ensuve their
own safoty.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 23 to 30 :

Put and passed.

Clavze 31 :—" Exnmination
drivers.”

Mz, CONNOR asked whether the clause
might not stand in the way of engine-drivers
being employed in some of the more sparsely
populated portione of the colony, in conse-
quenen of their not being twe competent per-
sons available to examine engine-drivers, and
prove their fitness bo receive a certificate of
competency. Or supposing that after two
competent persons had been appointed ns a
Board of Examiners, one of them lefi o dis-
trict. the issue of certificates of competency
might be undaly delayed.

Tue ATTORNEY-.GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said it would be the duty of the War-
dens to see that the Examiners were uppointed
in each district, and to bave vacancies filled up
without loss of time.

Clause put und passed.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hen. 8. But)
moved tha addition of the words “ goldfields

of Engine-
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district,” so that the clanse would read thut : of the Bill by the Legislative Council.

the Bourd for the cxamination of engine-
drivers could be appoiated for any goldfield,
goldfields district, or mineral distriet.

Amendment agreed to.

Clause, us amended, put und passed.

Clause 32:

Put and pussed.

Clause 33 :— No
be employed : ”

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) snid the addition of similar words to
those added in Clause 31, “goldfields dis-
trist,” would be necessary, und he moved that
these words be 8o added.

Amendwent nyreed te.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 34 and 35:

Put and passed.

Clause 36— Noxicus gases in coal and
shale mines: "

Mr. GEORGE gaid this was a most im-
portant clanse affecting tho sufeby of the
mincrs.  He found thut provision was made
for the inspoetion of coal mines ut times when
dunger way apprehended, and the clause
proceeded to sny that wherever wn inspection
of dungerous workings wuas inude, it, was
to be reported safe or obherwise, and also said
“ Every report shall be recorded in a book
kept at the coltiery for the purpose, aud shall
be signed by the peraon reporting.” Now, it
appeared to him, that one >t the wmost neces-
sary precuntions had been omitted, and
that was, that the men employedin the mines
should huve nccess to these reports. If this
were possible, it was likely that wminers would
be able to gunrd thumselves ugaingt some of
the dwngasrs, and he wouldl move that the
following words be added fo the clause, “ This
report shall be avcessible to any persot em-
pleyedin or about the mine.”

Awmendment agreed to.

(tause, ag amended, put and passed.

Clauses 36 to 53, inclusive:

Put and passed.

New Claunse :

M. ILLINGWORTH wmoved the fol-
lowing new Clause :—“The place in
“ which an accident bas occurred shell not
« bo interfered with, except with a view of

uncertificated driver to

"3 Ocruser  1895.)

« syving life, or preventing further injury, .

« until it hus been examined by the Inspector,
“ ar, in his absence, by two competent persons
“ appointed by & Warden or u Justice of the
- Peace.” This clsuse had been struck out

- of the Act in districts where the
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It was
2 mogt important one, as he had shown during
the debate on the second reudiag.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) ngreed
that the retention of this cluuse wouid be of
some importance in the Jeading mining
centres, but it would be very difficult to carry
out in iselated places, where it might not be
possible to get two managers. It appeared to
hira that in the event of nccidents happening
there would always be plenty of evidence
uvailable, without the nevessity of suspending
operations at ihe mine, so that s man whe wag
injured would not bLe at any disadvuntage
because the mine did not slop work. TUnless
the amendizent was one of more thun ordinary
importance for the people working in these
mines, it wonld perhaps be better not Lo insist
npon re-instating a clause the Legislutive
Council had eeen fit to reject.

Mg, MORAN pointed out that a alight
alterntion had been made in the clause, and
this wus done in order to meet the necessities
of the cuse, as well us what appenred to be the
objection of the Legislative Council., It was-
proposed fo exeinpb the operation of the clunse
in such places where it was clearly imposaible
to carry it out in a preper manner; but there
could be no question of its value if applied to
such fields ns Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
other big centres, where the wuthorities
referred to were always available, There
would be no npecegsity for any material stop-
page of alteration, while the importance of the
clause in the interests of the working miner
could not be too stiongly emphasised. Sup-
posing, for instance, an accident was caused
owingto the use of a defective rope. In ucase
like that, unless this clause was inserted in the
Bill, there would be abaclutely nothing to pre-
vent the rope disuppearing ultogether, und
with if, the evidence against the management.
Thereshould be no possibility of incriminating
evidence being removed before proper inm-
spection, and the c¢luuse was one which would
be advantageous to the ownere of the mincs, as
well as those employed in them.

Tur ATTORNEY - GENLERAL (Mon. 8.
Burt) said that it would not be possible for
ouly one cluuse of the Act to be suspended in
any particalar district, but the case might be
wet by the provision for suspending the whole
persons
vamed wers not likely to be available. He
fully recognised the importance of the clanse,
for, us the hon. memwmber for Yilgaurn had
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pointed out, it was possible tha whole of the
evidence on either side might be altered
unless there was & law to prevent it.

Mz JAMES thought that the striking out
of this clanse by the Legislative Council meant
that the whole of the real protection to the
mining people would practically betaken away.
As far as possible, the inspection of the scene of
any accidentshodl be mnde by the mostindepen-
dent peraon available. In any case, it should
not be left open for the evidence to be inter-
fered with, Besides that, any court having
the evidence of an independent person, or of
independent persons, could aceept that evi-
dence aa facts, und consideruble trouble would
often be saved.

Mr. MORAN considered that the whole of
the objections to the clause would be removed
if it were possible to suspend its operations in
outlying districts, or agree upon some other
form of ingpection more readily wvailable.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH pointed out that it
would be very difficult to insist upon the striet
letter of the clauwse being carried out in such
- a place as Lawlers, but thut could be
met by the men appointing some of their
body to make thereport. 'The same thing ap-
plied to the Star of the East at the Murchizon,
where it would be very difficult to get a justice
of the peace, a Warden, or other managers, but
certain of the men could be selected to report
officially on the surroundings of the scene of
any accident.

Mz. GEORGE hoped the clause would be
added to the Bill. 1t was & very necessury
thing pot to permit any disturbance of the
scene of un accident unmtil an mspection hud
tuken place. Me knew that,in the working of
quarries, the men took very good cure thai
work was nut done to cover up the evidences
of any neglect.

Tae ATTORNLEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) thought the case would be met if the
clause wua made to read:—"The place in
< which an accident occasioning personal in-
“jury hns cceurred shall not be interfered
« with, except with a view of saving life or
« preventing further injury, until it has been
f gxpmined by the inspector, or, in his absenca,
« ijf demunded by any three miners engaged
“ on the mine, by two competent persona to
“be appointed by a Warden, or a Justice of
“ the Peunce.”

Me. TLLINGWORTH said he would be
satisfied with this, and asked leave to with-
draw his motion.
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Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Amendment proposed by the ArToRNEY-
GENEEAL agreed to.

Clause put and passed.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported.

On the motion for the udoption of the
report,

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved that the Lill
be re-committed.

Agreed to.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—*“ Short Title™:

Tur ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved to insert the words ' goldficlds
district,” which was a consequentinl amend-

. ment, owing to wlterations in later clauses of

of the Bill.

Amendment agreed to.

Clause, 1s amended, put and pussed.

Clause 3—¢ Interpretation™ :

Mg, MORAN drew uttention to the defi-
nition of n mine in this clanse. Mine was
stated to be * A ¢laim, place, pit, shaft, drive,
“ level, vein, lode, or vecf, im, or by which an
“ operation is carried on for obtaining any
* metal or mineral by any mode or method
" whatever, or uany shaft, level, or plane
“ being sunk or driven for the same purpose.”
If hon. members turned to the Jast parugraph
of Cluuse 12 thuy would find iL bad been pro-
vided that* No person shallbe appointed to
“act as manuger of more than iwo mines af
** one and the same time, and no person who
* hus been appeinted munager of any mine in
“which twenty men are employed Lelow
 ground shall, whilst he holds such uppoint-
" went, be appointed manager of any other
" mine, nor shull he act as such menager.”
This clause was strenonsly objected to on the
goldfields, and it was considered that, having
in view the state of mining in the colony, at
the present time, und the fact that a great
portion of the work was the work of develop-
ment, the vlause was too stringent, and might
act harshly in its operation.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hcn. 8.
Burt) said the definition of u mine had been
laid down by the Legislative Council, ns well
as the deficition of n manager., DManager did
not mean the bell-toppered gentleman, who
spent most of his time in Perth, but the per-
gon who was in the immediate charge of the
mine. ‘There must be someone in charge of the
mine.
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Mg, ILLINGWORTH thought the present |

wording of the clunse would act inconveni-
ently in confract work.

"He ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hom. &.
Burt) thought there would have to be some
one¢ in charge, and, whoever thut wus would
be the manager at the time.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH pointed out that the
position of manager wight really be held by
someone who controlled severul mines, and the
person then in charge would be the captuin of
the shift, or the underground boss, Neither
of these could be said to he the manager.

Mr. SIMPSON thought the best thing to
do would bo to define what might be done by
& consulting engineer, and who should be
congidered the wanager, in the case where the
underground boss practically had charge.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 33— No uncertificated driver to be
ewployed " :

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved to imsert after the word * dis-
triek,” in line 3, the words * or portions thereof
respectively.” e said the amendment was
coneequential on the amendwent made in
Clause 1. ’

Amendment put and passed.

Bill reported, with further amendments.

EXPLOSIVES BILL.
SECOND RRADING.

Tug ATTORNLY - GENERAL (Hon. 8,
Burt): Sir, I rise to move the second reading
.of this Bill. Itisa copy of the English Act,
and seeks to insert in the Act already in
existence (the grealer portion of which com-
prises this measure), some portions of the Eng-
lish Act which were omitted. Mr. Hake, the
Victorinn explosives expert, who was recently
in the cclony under engugement to the
Government to report on the question of ex-
. plosives, suggested thut the luw reluting to

thewm should be econsolidated, and that the
omitied portion of the English Act should be
adopted. That is what this Bill purposes
shall be done.

Question put and pussed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

‘The rarious Clauses of the Bill were agreed
to without amendiuent.

Preamble and title:

Agreed to.

(8 Ocroser, 1893.]
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Bill reported, without amendment.
Report adopted.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION BILL.
SECOND READING.

Mz. TRAYLEN: Bir, [ rise to0 move the
aegond reading of this Bill. It is am okl
friend attired in a new dress. On one occa
sion, Sir, it was pussed Ly this House, and wus
thrown out by the Legislative Councii, and [
hope it will not meet with that fate on this
occasion. Ib is of the utinost importance in
the interests of iy constituency, and of
muany other constituences of this colony,
that some legislation should be passed to pre-
vent fires irow occurring along the railway
lines of the colony from the sparks which fly
from the fuonels of puassing locomotives,
During the present season the pgrowth of
nuatural grasses-—and I hope of the crops also
—hus been such that there can scarcely fail to
be very large conflugrationa in the agricul-
turnl districta through which the truins run,
unless some excra precuutions are insisted
upon by Act of Parlinment to protect those for
whose benefit we are building railways, and
whom we are ussisting in other directiona. 1
regreb that some of the country members are
not present this evening to spenk of the
personal losses they have sustained by this
means. I huve inserted one or two trifling
alterations in the Bill as it pussed in this
The wost noticeable is in
Claunse 4, which provided at that time that
« Inspectors shall be uppuinted by the Govern-
ment.” [ do not think, however, that it is
absolutely essential to make so strict u provi-
gion as that, and I have therefora made it
optional on the part of the Government
whether they appoint inspectors under the
meagure or not, in order to save any unneces-
gary expense, At theuend of the clause I have
inserted a provision giving power to the
Iospector, and to every person who occupies
land adjacent to u ruilway to lay an informu-
tion for a breach of this Act. L'hat is really
what I desire to do in the first instance.

Mg GEQORGE : 8ir, T should have liked to
have heard the hon. wember for Greencugh
explain the Bill more fully than he has done,
particularly in regard to the provisions con-
tained in Clause 3, that every engine should
be fitted with an efficient spark arrester, and
with a steum jet carvied into the ash pan for
E the purpose of extingunishing the live cinders.

|
b

{ I think these provisions will work to the
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disadvantage of the Railway Department, ' now, will be completely destroyed by fire from

and of the private Railway Compunies,
because an efficient spark-arvrester has vever
yet been invented. Many persons have tried
to invent ope that will meet the requirements,
but all have, so far, failed, while [ thiok that
if the steam jet is insisted upon, the speed of
the traing will be considerahly reduced,
While I quite sympathise with the ohject
which the hon. member for Greenough has in
view in introducing this Bill, I do not think
we ghould be too hasty in pussing it, becaunse
of the objections 1 have referred to, and
although I want, as far as possible, to protect
the farmers, whose properties are near the
railway hines, [ do not think we should pass
such humbug as this Bill proposes.

Me. RANDELL: Sir, [agree with what the
hon. mewber for the Murray has said,
although [ think thut the other portions of
Clause 3, which provide that the owners of land
adjacent to a railway line should burn the
grass at stated periods and under certain
specified conditions, will be found to be useful
in preventing fires from occurring in the
manner which the Bill seeks to prevent
Considering the late period of the session
at which the Bill has been introduced,
and that there is likely {0 be wuch debate
upon it in another place, I think the hon.
member for Grecnongh should withdraw it,
unless he is prepared to accept ouly those
portions of the Bill providing for the burning
of grass,

Iwe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn): I quite agree wirh
the hon. member for Perth that the Bill should
be withdrawn, unless the hon. member iz pre-
pared to allow it to pass with only the pro-
visions for the burning of grass on lands ad.
jacent to railway lines, for the purpose of pre-
venting fires occurring from engine sparks
Ag it is at present drafted, I think the Bill
will Jead to no end of trouble, and possibly
litigation, without any good being done.

Tere ATTORNEY-GENLRAL (Hon, 8.
Burt): Sir, I should like tosay that the hon,
wember for Grecnough has my deepest
sympathy in his endeavor to pass this Bill
through the Legislature, becanse I know that,
particularly on the Midland Railway,
there ure cerlain to be huge fires this season,
and [ om positive that the whole of the ex-
cellent crops at parts of the line, and
particalarly ip the Greenough district, which
we are regarding with so much satisfaction

the cause which the Bill sevks to prevent, and
I consider that if we compel the farmers, who
bave lnnd adjacent to the railway line, to burn
the grusa which is within the boundary of the
line, we should do so. But I amw afraid the
Bill will not pass both Houses in its present
form, because T believe that there will he
considerable objection shown fo it in the
Legislative Council. With regard fo the
provision that ergines should be fitted with
« effivient™ spark arresters, [ would suggest
that itshould be amended by satriking out
that word ** efficient,” and inserting words that
provide that engines should be fitted with
spurk arresters that have been npproved of by
the Engineer-in-Chief. [t ia necessury
also that the steam jet referred to
in the Bill should be used on the engines, be-
cause it has been proved that fires have heen
caused by live cinders escaping from the ash-
pan, and being blown into the crops adjacent
to the railway Jine. 1 think some provision
should be made to prevent what will be an ap-
palling destruction of ¢rops this season from
this canse.

Mg, PHILLIPS : 8ir, [ hope the Government
will not place any obstucles in the way of the
passage of this mensure, because if something
is not done to cbvinte the danger of fircs from
this cause, the whole of my district will be
conflagrated this season. 1 agree with the
Hon, the Attorney-General, that many of the
fires arc not caused by sparks from the fusnel
of a lucomotive, but from the cinders which
escape from the ashpan, and us this season is
proving to bea very good one, 1 do hope that
something will be done to prevent the danger
of the farmers who have !and adjacent fto a
railway line in ¢rop, being burnt out.

Mr. LEFRQY : 1 can fully codorse
what has been stated us likely to oceur
on the DMidland Rsilway this season, if
some provision is not made to prevent fires
heing cuwsed by the sparks from railwuy
ungines, and I think the cause of the dan-
wer onthuet line particularly is to be found in
the fact that the company use firewood in-
stead of coal for the fuel of the locomotive.
This wood causes an immense numher of
sparks to fly from the funnelof the locomotive,
and the sightat night when travelling on that
line has reminded me very much of a pyro-
teshnic display. 1ln preference to enforcing
the owners of land to burn the grass which is
within the boundury of the railwuy line, 1
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would recommend that ploughing should be
vegorted to asa preventative of fires, because.
Ly burning the grass, there is still the danger
of the fire spreading to the adjacent crops. 1
have tried it with success on my own property,
and I believe if the aystem were adopted in the
Greenough district, where the possilility of
extensive fires from this canse has been re-
ferred to,T think it would be found to answer
the purpose very well indeed. With regard
to the proposal of the Bill that eficient spark
arresters should be fitted to all locomotives,
I huve always wunderstood that an cfficient
spark arrester was not obtainable snywhere ;
while, in addition to that, I do notsee that
aayone i3 mede liable by the Bill for any
dawmages caused by fire. On the whole,
therefore, I think the Bill, although it appears
to have » good object, is besei with mnny
difficulties, and I really think it is dungercus
to attempt to pass it at this stuge.

Mg ILLINGWORTH : [ should like to state,
for the infermation of the House, and eapecially
for the information of the hom mewber who
has just spoken, that 1t is the universal prac-
tice on the Victorian railways to burn the
grass which is within the boundaries of the
railway lines, the work being done by the
men in charge of the railways. The diffi-
culty which presentsitself to my mind in re-
gard to this Bill, is whether we can force the
private railway companies to burn the grass
which grows adjacent to their lines, and T
think the Government ought to set the ex-
ample and burn the grass aloag their railway
ines.

TuE ATToRNEY-GENERAL: They do so.

Mx. ILLINGWORTH: Then [ consider
that this particular provision of the Bill
should ot least be passed, in order to cowpel
the private railway companies to burn the
grass which grows alongside their lines.
With regard to the question of spark urresters,
the experience in Victoria has been that they
are adelusion and asnare. All sorts of inven-
tions have bern made, and not one of them
have answered the purpose yet, and if we act
in this matter with the idea that safety will
be secured by fitting epgines with spark
arresters, we sball be deleding ourselves. T,
therefore, ¢onot think there is anything prac-
tieal in the Bill beyond the provision for the
burning of grass.

Me. TRAYLEN, in reply, said : Taw sure if
the bhon. member for Nannine thoroughly
understoed the dangers which existed by

[3 Ocroner, 1895.]
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reason of these flying sparks and cinders, he
would nov say anything of the kind. I am
somewhat at a disadvantage in introducing
this-Bill. in this respect, that for the last year
or two the cropse have been 8o poor that there
has been very little indeed to burn, and con-
sequently we have not had the outcery that
was raised two years ago, when the ¢rope were
This outcry was universal, and those

. who lived nlongside the railway line in my

district sirnply lived in terror. With regard to
the proposal of the Bill that grusa alongyide
the railway lines should be burnt, and also
with regard to the suggestion which the hon.
member for Moore threw out, that ploughing
should be resorted to in order tu prevent the
grass fires from spreading to the crops, 1 do
not think those means alone wounld prevent
these fires, and I know that onelady in the
Greenough district had the roof of her stubles
ignited seven times in one dayby the sparks
from pussing locomotives; and I am cer-
tain thut po amount of burming or
ploughiny aloae would prevent those fires.
The danger is inereased, on the Mid-
land Ruilway, owing to wood being used
us the fuel for the locowotives. This wood
has & Hght description of bark which, when it
ignites, fulls into the ashpan of the engine,
and is blown out of the pan, and carried by
the breeze, in sowme instances, 100 yards, into a
stunding crop, and ignites it. I am cevtain
that spurk arreslers are obtainable, hecouse it
is well known that the engine which was nsed
on the construction of the line from Guildford
to Gingin was fitbed with one of those fire
preventives, and thut there were no fires to
speak of in that locality at all. Unfortunately,
the engine subsequently ran into a tank when
it was running on the Northern line, with the
result that the spark nrrester wus disabled
from use. I do hope hon. members will paas
the second reading of the Bill, and allow it to
zo inte committee, because T believe the
Attorney-General will propose some amend-
menls that will, parhaps, improve it consider-
abiy.
Question put und passed.
Bill read a second time.

FENCING BILL.

Trwe ATTORNEY-GENERAL ({(Houn. 8.
Burt) : I move, and 1 connot help admitting
that T do so with some pleasure, that the order
of the day for the consideration of this Bill in
committee, be read and discharged.
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Motion put sod passed.
Order of Lhe day read and discharged.

GOVERNMENT CONTHA+'TS AND THE
MINIMUM WACGE,

Mze, JAMES: Sir, I beg to move—* That
* t @ Government be requested to consider the
« advisability of providing that, inall Govern-
“ ment contracts, the persons employed should
* be paid at a specified winimum rate of vage
“by the contractor.’” This resclution, Sir,
asks the Government tv take into considera-
tion a question which has been considered
and settied in some other parts of the world,
and which canoof, [ think, be too easily scttied
here. 1 regret that Ishould have to bring the
resolution forward at such a late hour, and
under such unfavorable circmnstances—but
hope the House will nnt be hostile to the
motion for that reason. I feel sure, Sir, ihat
cvery hon. mewmber will agree with the end [
desire to attain by this motion, All of us
recogniée thut if the Government, or any
other budy, can do anything towards improv-
ing the status of labur, they should do it. All
of us recognise also that, owing to so many facts
having Yeen brought to public knowledge
during the past few years in conacetion with
what iz known as sweating, the public con-
science has been quickened, and some good
people begin to think that we huvebeen a little
premature in copgratulating ourselves upon
the abolition of slavery. By the ubolition of
slavery we whbolish libor by compulsion of the
lush. We still have labor by 6he compulsion
of hunger and want, snd that, [ am sure, is
quite as, if not more, degrading and demoraliz-
ing. Now, I fear I shall not receive much
sympathy in my contentien w3 to the prac-
ticability of this motion hy the Hon, the
Attorney-Gemerul. I know he is a strong
supporter of the selfish principles, of what is
known as the “ Manchesler School,” and which
tizats men as though they wevre mere mum-
mies, and would apply to men—hwmnan beings,
people who have souls—the sameabsolute rules
as applied to the disposition of merchandise.

Tre ArrosNev-Geneeal (Hon. 8. Burt):
Youare not justified in saying that.

Me, JAMES: I understood that the prin-
ciple of the Munchester school, us applied to
labior, is that they treat men as mere merchan-
dise, and apply to them exactly the same rule
of supply and demand as they would apply to
goods and chattels. They stale that where
high wages prevail, there is u high barth rate,
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which high wages epcouruge, and thut with
low wages there is a correspondingly low birth
rate, and thus everything is governed by sup-
ply and demund. But they seem to overlook
or not appreciate the fact that where you have
low wages, a greater umount of poverty and
ignorance wikh a very high birth rate exists.
It is simply in those places where you have
education, thet you have s diminished birth-
vate. If all persona admit that high wuges
are good—and I have never known any
political economist to deny that—I think we
are justified in muking some effort for the
purpose of atiaining that end. A good Jdeal
of difficulty surrounds this subject, but that is
duc to this somewhat selfish rule of supply and
demand, which has so much sunk in the minds
of the people, and is 50 much in accord with
owr selfish instincts, that we begin to
think that the evils which we fenr from that
rule are inevitable. When Adam SBwith
referred to this question, and crystallised
the law 1n regard tuv wages, so fur as Eng-
land was concerned, he went into puges
of rapture as to the condition of the
Engligh laboring classes ut that time, and yet
we know that this state of affairs, which he
culogised so highly in support of his theory,
was one in which women and children were
herded like cattle, and worked worse
thanslaves. And yet so thoroughly had this
idea sunk inte the minds of men, who were
in ull things honorable, and generous, and un-
sympathetic only in cunnection with this mat-
ter, that John Bright said when the Ten Hour
Bill was beforc the House of Commons, (the
object of which was to rectify some of the
abuses which thrived at the time the Bill was
introduced ):—* He would not detuin the House
“ further ; but believing as he did in his henrt,
< thut the proposifion was most injurious and
“dertructive to the hest interests of the
“ country ; believing that it wus countrary to
“all prinviples of sound legislation; that it
“was i delusion practised upon the working
“ classes; that it was advecated by those who
“hud no koowledge of the economy of manu-
“ Fucturers ; believing that it was one of the
“ worst measures ever passed in the shape of an
* Act of the Legislature, und that, if it were
“now made the law, the necessities of trade
“ and the demands alike of the workmnen and of
“ the mnasters would compel them to retrace
*“ the steps they had taken——believing this,
“ he felt compelled to give the motion for the
“ yecond readiny of tbis Bijl his most streuu-
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* ous opposition.” Now I fear thatgome of the
things that were #aid by John Bright on that
occagion will be said in the debate on this
motion. We have, however, the light of 50
years’ experivnce 1o show whether any of Jobn
Bright’s prophecies have e¢ver been justified,
and all of us must admit that, to say the least
of it, the Ten Hours Bill was & very meagre
und insufficient act of justice. But I submit
that it is not only competition, and competi-
tion alone, that has to do with therate of
wages, and the mistake is made in thinking
thatis hus. Custom hasa very great influence
on wages, and has had in varions parts of the
world, at various times. After all,custom is
Iaw, though it may be o local luw. Years
ago, before this spirit of commercialism
grew up, tnere were several customs
by which the wages of laborers were
affected, and it was only when those old
ancestors of the present frades unionism were
effuced, that these difficulties arose, and sweat-
ing began to repiuce slavery. 'I'he guestion
has often been asked—How can we increase
wages by an Act of Parlinment? I do not
want to do that, but 1 might state that by Act
of Purliament we have deall with exactly
analogous masters, and more drasticully. For
ingtanee, legislution dealing with factories,
the munagement of mines, the relations
between mnasters and servants, snd many
other luws, all of which interfered with the
very principle upon which those persons stand,
who sy thut nothing can be done to remedy
these evils by Act of Parlismnent, or legislative
protection or assistance. By all thesemeasures,
that fundamental theory of the Manchester
scheol, that competition is the sole and final
judge of all things, and leisses faire the only
true gospel, has been interfered with, and
there is u very strong tendency in English
public life to still more radically interfere with
that principle in other directions. During
the course of a debate that arose the other
evening, I referred to what Mr. Camplell
Bannerman said when this discussion arose in
the House of Commons, and it is a significant
fuct that public men, of the importunce of that
gentleman, and educated as he was on the
“ competition theory,” recognise that the time
is gone by for a Government, or anyore else,
to take their stand upon the inhuman prin-
ciple that competitiun is the sole test in this
question of wages. [ think, Sir, Me. Thorold
Rogers is a gentleman whose opinion is entitled
to respect, even from those who admire un.
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restricted competition, and in his hook on
“ Work and Wages,” he states: —* Employers
“will get cheap labor if they can;
“jit is the business of the State to
“prevent thewm geitivg it so cheuply that
“they impair the Fature of the race by the
“process, and it is the businesy of peculiar
“grafts of workmen to sell their labor ut as
“ good a prire as they can. They have never
“been ruined, and they never will ruin the
“ gupitalist employer by the process, for they
“muy be trusted not to ruin themselves, since
“they are guite as ucute as their employers in
“ discerning what price the market will bear.”
He points nut that no ultimate harm is ever
dcne by combination among workmen to
obtain higher wages, nor by the Government
preventing labor being done too cheaply.
Now, surely, if weall reengnise that high wages
ure so desirable, we are justified—in view of
these uuthorities—in asking ourselves if some-
thing cannot be done by the Gievernment, not
by puassing an Act of Purliament, hut by their
being thelargest employers of labor, setting the
exawple to all other employers, and in seeing
that on Government work, wages do not fail
below a certain minimum. Iam quite sore
that, if this exampleis set by the Government,
it will have u great beneficinl and immediate
effect. Hon. members and others have often
asked—-What is the minimum wage? I renlly
believe every hon. member must recognise the
general rule for determining it. [t menns some-
thing more than a mere subsistence. Tt means
something that will enable & man to pay, not
only for his clothes and food, but will allow hjm
sufficient to maintainand edueate himself apd
famnily, and toenjoy some of theamenities of life,
I do not want in further support of my argu-
ment to quote the opinion of Henry George,
nor do I want to quote from a vary able hook
by A. O, Chasse on the question of the labor
movement, it which the minimum wage is
defined. It is too late to quote, howaver good
the quotation may be. When this guestion
cropped up in Great Britain some years ago,
letters were sent to prominent winisters of
religion asking them to give their views upon
it,and I cannot refrain from quoting the re.
marks which the Rev. C, F', Aked made, and
then to quote what Mr. J. J. Wilson, Egitor
of the Investor’s Review, and city editor of the
Tory London uewspaper, the Standard, said.
The Bav. Mr, Aked, a gentleman who is
well known in Great Britain, said, “ [ regard
“this demacrd for o living wage, with al) t!mt'
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**the demand imwplies, as tho most profoundly
“ important and for reaching movewment of the
" present century. It fastens a check uwpon
« competition ; it limits a sclfish individualism ;
* it opposes to the vices and scandul of sweat-
‘"ing, the solid block of an irreducible minimuin
“in the cost of production. I am not clear
“that it is our business, once sure of the
*“absgolute righteousness of the cuse, to consider
‘ temporary effects. I gshould be inclined to
“plead for u little healthy recklessness. The
“cold blooded calculator is so often wrong—
“the enthnsinst who throwa himself on God
'“is 50 often right. Nevertheless, I am convine-
" ed that il the producerscould secure this ir-
"reducible minimum, asuner andjuster national
“life would inovitubly be built upon such broud
“and strong foundations.” Now, hon. mew-
bera wight sy that that is werely written
in the passion of an advueate. Well
then, let we turn t a man who is
not poaseased of thal passion, and quote
the remarks of Mr. J. J. Wilson, He says:
“ By itself the phrase *living wage ' is nearly
“ menningless, because no attempt is made to
“define a stundard of ‘living.” Presuamably
“it is somwthing more than a ‘subsistence
“ wage'—u wage, t.e, which just keeps the
“ worker alive aund no more—and [ thiok all
“wurkers have o right to demand this some-
“thing mors. Therefore, 1 look upon this
“new formula of the working colliers and
“others as u signal of rovelt agiinst the
* hitherto ull-swailowing demands of the
“capitalist,. Turn where one may, one finds
** the modera habit of thought to e that capi-
“tul is ficst and labor nowhere. ‘The share-
“holders of u company which has been capi-
“ talised by pro.noters at twice the first value
*of the business, lock upon their ‘rights’ to
“ dividends as a sacred possession, und they are
© wenerally willing that the laborer should be
"agtarved, rather than that their demunds
“should be foregone. This half-century or
“more the railwaycompanies of the Kingdom
“ huve diligently heaped up capital upon the
“ top of the industriea of this country, without
3 moment's regard to the guestion whether
“those industries could live beneath the
“weight. We must exact the charges neces-
“sary to pay interest and dividends on our
“capital, no matter what may comeof the pro-
“ ducers, is their maxim. So it is all round.
*“The demands of the capitalist have been sus-
“tained by preacher and economist alike,
““to the utter oblivion of those of the capital
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“maker. So a demand for u ‘living wage’
“15 to iy thinking, & crude expredsion
*“of revolt agminst this neglect. The
" Warden s coming forward to say—
“We must huve our shares in the bene-
“ fits which are accrming to munkind
“for the increase in labor swving inventions,
“ and in the power of man tocontrol the forces
* of Nuture,” Hitherto the cipitalist—be he
* an honest provider of money, or u frandulent
“+ promoter,” or lurge hundel waster of mil-
“lions, ruised for purposes in themselves, and,
“toa woderate 2xtent, legitimate— has inber-
*- ¢epted nearly all the profit which the progress
ofinventionhasbronghtto mankind. < [t must
‘no longer be thus,” the workmen have begun
“to say, and [ own [ sywmpathise with them.
‘* Nuy, more, the interests of the capitalists
“will be ‘safe’ for thefuture, only in proportion
“ag he recognises o duty of surrender towards
“labor. Hewill gafn Ly giving, and the more
“* he ygrusps the more he will lose,” I want to
point out to hon, members thut this opinion is
that of u mun who is not likely Lo Le led astray
by what some people cail “claptrap.” It is
the practice of those who appeal to the cap-
italist to always charge those who do not
appeal to the capitalist with talliiog cleptrap.
My owu opinion is that, if fur less claplrap
were indulged in on behalf of the capitalist,
the eause of the working mun would be more
protected. Now Mr, Wilson—whose opinion
ag {0 the wminimum wage I have quoted—is
not given to talking claptrap, neither is he
likely to err on the side of being too enthusi-
astic for labor, and his opinion is strongly ia
support of the justice of these demands. With
regard to the resolution which I have moved,
the legislation which it proposes is in
exigtence in England, a strange resolution
huving been passed by the House of Comwons
without dissent frow either the Liberal or the
Conservative party, and the speeches which
the members of thai House made show that
the fecling was strongly favoruble to the reso-
lution. The minimum rate of wuge is not
fixed Ly the Imperial Governwent, hut is
accepted us that defined by the Union for the
particular district or industry concermed in
the ccntracts. Ido not ask the Government
to go us far as that in this instance, Lut [
merely wish them to fix a minimum wage, so
that it shall not beredmced below what they
think is fair. Inazddition to the action of the
Loperial Governwent, this principle has also
been udopted by about 200 corpovalions p-ud
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public Dodies in Eagland, ivcluding the
Londoen County Council and the corpornlions
of Birmingham and Glasgow, while two of the
Austrplinn Governments, and several Austen-
lian Corporations have alao brought it inte
operation. In view, therefore, of all that, it
cannot be said that we,in this colony, canaot
define the minimum wage, that we cannot do
what hundreds of others have done.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Which
colonies bave adopted it.

Mr. JAMES: Victorin and New South
Wales, and severallocal and wunicipal bodies in
those colonies have alio adopted it, The posi-

tion which I takeup is one which all wilt sup-

port if they consider this guestion quietly and
sympnthetically, If the good people of Mel-
bourne, which was the richest city in Australia,
had heen told a few years ago that they wonld
have in vogue in their midst a system of
sweating, so vile that a Royal Commission had
to be applied to inguire into it and that an
indignation meeting was held in the Town
Hall 5, few nights agoe, would they have be-
lieved it? No, Sir, they would not, but the
evil docs exist there, and we should prevent it
froin even growing up here. [f it yrew up in
Victoria during the period of her brightest
prosperity, and before the present depression,
how can we say thut we are safe, during our
prosperity, and are not subject to the same
influences that acted there ? "What harm can
be done by the Govermment following the

example which has been set by the
Imperiat House of Comumons, by two
of the Auastralinn colomies, and hy seo

many importunt corporativns thronghout the |

: length and breadth of England and Seotland,
and by various corporations in the Aus-
tralian colonies? TIf, by any reasonable
effort, we can prevent wages from falling
below thai level beyond which it is nnsafe
that they should go, it ia not too much to
nsk that we should make that effort, T do
not wish the Government to accept my esti-

v h ini hould he, ' .
mate of what the minimum wage sho e out notive, whether the Government cun do

Ilct the Government fix it themselves, and, T
think, they should, after fixing it, recognise
it as the minimum wage on the Government
work.  There is nothing unreasonable in
that request, neither is it unreasonable to ask
thew to tollow the examples which have been
set them by other conntries. [ am not advo-
eating an increase in the rate of wages, but I
gimply want the Goverument to suy Chat the
wages shall not fall helow a certain level, so
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. fwr us the Goverawent are congerned, in con-

nection with onr Governmnent coniracts. [
hope hon. mewbers will pass the resolution,
and leave the details to be settled by the
Government during the recess.

Mg, STMPSON seconded the resolution.

Mr. WOOD moved that the debate be ad-
journed.

Motion putand passed.

Debate nceordingly adjourned.

ADJOURNMEXT,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir I. Forrest) moved
that the House, at its rising, ndjourn until
Monday, October 7, at 7.30 o’clock, p.m.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11.30 o’clock. p.m.

FLegislatite Assemblp,

Monday, Tth October, 1895,

Roadways for New Fstates— Reported Outrage by
Natives—Goldficlds Hill : third reading—Public
Health Act Fuvther Amendment Bill: third
reading— Efectoral Kill : third veading—Collie
Coalfickds Ratlway Lill: thivd veading— Doniy-
bvol: Bvidgetown Raibway Fil : third reading—
Frplosives Bill : thivd reading— Mines Hegulation
Bill: third reading— Stock Diseases fill : third
reading— Parks and Reserves Bill : Legislatice
Council's  Awerdments— Enyine  Sparks  Firg
Precention $5dl: ir committee—Fstablishment of
HMinbmum TFaye tn Gorerrment Contracts—
Adjournment.

The Seraker took the chair at 7.30 o’clock,
pan.
PrRAYERS.

ROAD: FOR NEW ESTATES.
Mr. TRAYLEN : 1 would like to ask, with

snything, during the recess, towards pro-
viding that when estates are cut up into
small hlocks, there should be ample rondways
left.
No reply.
REPURTED QUTRAGE BY KATIVES,
Mr, CONNOR : By leave, withuut notice, I

desire to ask the Premier whether he hus
received any information of a ot of cattle be-



